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Established in 2009, the $2M Icon Water and ActewAGL 
Perpetual Endowment creates a community partnership and 
supports ANU researchers to address industry challenges in 
water sustainability and renewable energy. Interest 
generated by the fund is awarded through a competitive 
process at ANU to fund research and/or PhD scholarships. 
Oversight of the fund is by the Endowment Steering 
Committee, which consists of representation from the ANU, 
Icon Water and ActewAGL. The Committee identifies 
strategic objectives for which expressions of interest are 
sought, reviews research projects made under the fund and 
supports impact within the ANU and ACT community.  

Left to right: Dr Lee White, Lahiru Hapuarachchi, ActewAGL 
Lead Product and Innovation Engineer 

 

2021 Activity Summary 

> Dr Lee White was awarded the 2020 Endowment award. 
Lee has recently completed the 12 month research 
project in collaboration with Lahiru Hapuarachchi, Lead 
Product and Innovation Engineer at ActewAGL. The 
project sought to determine the impact of housing energy 
efficiency on bill changes, driven by time-of-use rates. 
Outcomes were discussed at an Energy Conversations 
seminar in October hosted by ANU and in conjunction 
with ActewAGL.  

> Kate Harriden (Aspi Baria Scholarship recipient) was 
successful in receiving an ANU funded COVID 
scholarship extension to continue her research 
investigating how Indigenous water science can 
contribute to improved urban water quality outcomes, by 
retrofitting storm water channels using Indigenous 
frameworks and methods. 

> The Endowment Committee welcomed Benjamin 
Bryant (Manager Environment and Sustainability, Icon 
Water), Professor Lorrae Van Kerkoff (Director of the 
ANU Institute for Water Futures) and Professor Frank 
Jotzo (Head of Energy, ANU Institute for Climate Energy 
& Disaster Solutions).  

> The Endowment Committee appreciates outgoing 
members Professor Ken Baldwin as Director of the ANU 
Zero Energy for the Asia Pacific Grand Challenge. Ken 
has supported the Endowment for several years to fund 
high quality research at the ANU, communicate 
outcomes and explore new opportunities for 
collaboration. The Committee would also like to thank 
Kirsty Spence who is finishing at ActewAGL in 2021. 
Kirsty has provided the Endowment years of support to 
build the partnership and make connections between 
ANU, ActewAGL, Evoenergy and Icon Water. 

> The Endowment awarded funds in 2021 for water 
sustainability research totalling $224,198. Recipients 
were Dr Wolfram Buss (Making the case for biochar 
production from the ACT’s biosolids) and Dr Steven Lade 
(Understanding and incorporating runoff non-recovery in 
source water models).   

> The Endowment Committee is currently considering the 
operation of the next phase of the relationship as it 
designs a new Master Relationship Agreement to 
replace the current, which expires in December 2021. 

Project Outcomes 

2020 Endowment Research Project: Maximising Consumer 
Ability to Manage Electricity Demand. Dr Lee White, 
Research Fellow at ANU College of Asia & the Pacific 

- Findings indicate that EER is associated with 
different experiences of electricity bills and 
consumption across rate types, however, low-EER 
households do not appear to be financially 
disadvantaged in either an absolute or a relative 
sense when on time of use instead of flat rates. 

- Findings further suggest that households are 
generally not well able to optimise their load 
profiles to minimise bills when on time-varying 
rates, with the possible exception of low-EER 
households without gas. 

- We recommend that more frequent and detailed 
information provision to households could support 
better financial outcomes for all households. 

- This research will be published in a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal in 2022. ANU and ActewAGL are 
collaborating to deliver impact from this research by 
exploring optimal ways to provide detailed energy 
use information to households, including 
conversations with a wide range of stakeholders in 
the ACT who use and shape the use of energy.  The 
Endowment will report on impact throughout 2022.  
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