
Reading and 
Notetaking Strategies
ANU Academic Skills



We acknowledge and celebrate the 
First Australians on whose traditional 
lands we meet today, the Ngunnawal 
and Ngambri peoples, and pay our 
respect to elders past and present.

We acknowledge and respect their 
continuing culture and the 
contribution they make to this city 
and the ANU.



What are some effective reading 
strategies you have used in the 
past?



Types of reading you’ll be doing at ANU

Weekly course reading

Background reading

Focused research reading

Re-reading 



High achieving students Low achieving students

Use readings to learn and understand, 

actively engaging with the source.

Use readings only to make an output 

product. Forage for resources without 

understanding their purpose.

Take notes as they read. Don’t take notes as they read.

Develop a consistent strategy for organising 

and using their resources and notes.

Don’t know what to do with the readings—

frantically search for something that might 

fit without active engagement.

Spend a lot of time planning their writing. Spend more time composing than the high 

achievers, but don’t plan. 

Research presented at the AALL conference, 2019, by Dr Rowena 

Harper. 



Read with a 

purpose

Have a strategy

Engage!



Read with a PURPOSE:

Why am I reading this? 

What information do I need? 

How much time and energy is it worth? 

Always have a question!



Many possible purposes

Background 

info

What are the 

arguments and 

key points? 

Why do they 

argue this? 

Finding 

specific 

information

Which theories 

/ frameworks 

are used?

Why is this 

relevant to 

my work? 



Use questions to guide your reading

Tutorial 

questions

Lecture 

questions

Essay 

questions

Questions 

about the 

course 

themes

Your own 

questions

Questions 

about the 

topic, issue 

or debate



Ultimately, you’re reading for two main goals:

Grasping 

the 

author’s 

argument

Answering 

your 

questions



PURPOSE – Why 

am I reading this? 

What information 

do I need? How 

much time and 

energy is it worth? 

1. Search
How is the article laid out? 

What are the sections?

2. Skim
What are the key ideas in the 

abstract, key words, intro, 

headings, topic sentences?

3. Select
Which sections or paragraphs 

are relevant to me?

4. Study
Closely read the relevant 

parts and take notes.



Reading for an essay

Question:

Should artists and creators have complete freedom to 
represent/tell stories about cultures and customs that are 

foreign to them?

Research will help you develop your response 
and provide evidence for your answer
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Hurley AW (2007) ‘Whose 
Dreaming? Intercultural 
appropriation, representations 
of Aboriginality, and the 
process of film-making in 
Werner Herzog's Where the 
Green Ants Dream (1983)’, 
Studies in Australasian 
Cinema, 1(2):175-190.



PURPOSE – Why 

am I reading this? 

What information 

do I need? How 

much time and 

energy is it worth? 

1. Search

How is the 

article laid 

out? What are 

the sections?



PURPOSE – Why 

am I reading this? 

What information 

do I need? How 

much time and 

energy is it worth? 

2. Skim

What are the key 

ideas in the 

abstract, key 

words, intro, 

headings, topic 

sentences?





PURPOSE – Why 

am I reading this? 

What information 

do I need? How 

much time and 

energy is it worth? 

3. Select

Which 

sections or 

paragraphs 

are relevant 

to me?



PURPOSE – Why 

am I reading this? 

What information 

do I need? How 

much time and 

energy is it worth? 

4. Study

Closely read 

the relevant 

parts and 

take notes



Read actively: engage!

•Question the text 

•Take notes



What are some note-taking 
strategies you have used in the 
past?



Note-taking ideas





Cornell note-taking system

From: https://medium.goodnotes.com/study-with-ease-the-best-way-to-take-notes-2749a3e8297b



Aim
• What are the author/s aims?

• What is the research question?

Argument

• What are the author/s arguing?

• What is their answer to the 

question?

Main 

points

• What points support their 

argument?

• What are their main reasons?

Evidence
• What evidence have they used 

to support their argument?

Cue column – your ideas Notes column – authors’ key points

Summarise how the argument and ideas and apply to your questions.

• Strengths and 

weaknesses?

• How valid are the 

research methods?

• How strong/compelling 

is the evidence?

• How logical is the 

argument and 

subsequent conclusion?

• How does this fit in to 

other research in the 

field?



Adapted Cornell Method







Considerations - Format

• Write by hand?

• Electronic?

• Notetaking 

software/apps?

• How will you organise 

and categorise your 

notes?

https://products.office.com/en-au/onenote/digital-note-taking-app
https://evernote.com/


Considerations - Time

• Reading and note-

taking take time! 

• Factor into your study 

schedule

• Select optimal times to 

focus on these tasks

• Think about proximity 

to lectures and 

tutorials 



Other relevant workshops

•How to succeed at uni (time 
management)

•Finding and using sources

•Referencing and academic integrity 

•Check the O-Week program



Summing up: 
Reading and note-taking strategies

• Read with purpose

• Develop systems
 Reading

 Note-taking

• Refine your reading and note-taking 
skills throughout your degree

• Experiment to see what works best 
for you



Any questions?





Want to view Academic Skills videos?
• If you have access to YouTube

• Browse the site: 
www.anu.edu.au/academicskills

• If you don’t have access to YouTube

• In Wattle, self-enrol in Academic 
Skills Orientation 2022

http://www.anu.edu.au/academicskills




THANK YOU
Contact Us
ANU Library Academic Skills

academicskills@anu.edu.au 
anu.edu.au/students/academic-skills 
 

mailto:academicskills@anu.edu.au
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/academic-skills
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