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Institute of the Arts (ITA)

The Institute is a special purpose institution with the
Schools dedicated to performance in music and practice
in art. Our teachers are professional musicians and art-
ists with national and international reputations and reg-
ular commitments to concerts, recitals, exhibitions and
special commissions. They bring a dedication to their
teaching and a determination to enhance learning expe-
riences at the Institute. Our students are especially se-
lected for their talent and ability to capitalise on the
opportunities open to them. This includes the chances
for student performance ensembles, orchestral work,
jazz big band, opera and choral work and presentation
of art work in professional exhibition galleries and alter-
native spaces. The Institute has a cosmopolitan student
profile with school leavers, mature age Australian and
overseas students all enjoying ITA’s first class facilities
and services, opportunities for international exchange,
artists and musicians in residence, in a generous, caring,
mutually supportive learning environment.

The Institute of the Arts is home to the splendid School
of Music building with all of its extensive facilities for
music making; the beautifully restored and extended
1930s building housing the Canberra School of Art and
its unusually wide array of art workshops; Llewellyn
Hall (one of Australia’s premier concert venues); the
School of Art Gallery; the extensive library collection;
the up-to-the-minute computing facilities; and the nat-
ural beauty of the University Campus.

Canberra is also the National Capital and the home of
many of the nation’s other important national institu-
tions whose staff are our colleagues and whose facilities
and resources are available to our students. The Nation-
al Gallery of Australia, the National Library, National
Museum, ScreenSound Australia, and Canberra’s arts
and music infrastructure all contribute to the spirit and
artistic vitality generated by the students and staff to
make the Institute an inspirational place for music and
art.

Canberra School of Art

Formally established as a separate institution in 1976,
the Canberra School of Art has built a reputation as a
leading arts educator offering undergraduate and post-
graduate training in nine art and craft disciplines — Ce-
ramics, Glass, Gold and Silversmithing, Painting,
Photomedia, Printmedia and Drawing, Sculpture, Tex-
tiles and Wood.

Design and the use of computers and multimedia appli-
cations are integral parts of the School’s philosophy.
Design Studies, Multimedia, Field Studies Paper Mak-
ing and Editioning & Artists Books are exciting study
options.

In these discipline areas, leading artists with national
and international standing head workshop-based pro-
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grams designed to prepare students for careers as profes-
sional artists.

Head of Workshops and full-time teaching staff are sup-
ported by a team of practising artists acknowledged in
their fields. Workshop structures and programs have
been established to provide a teaching environment
closely related to day-to-day professional studio art
practice. The School’s programs are designed to give
students experience in specific art forms while fostering
originality and innovation through the integration of
concepts and skills.

Canberra School of Music

The Canberra School of Music is a unique place to
study. Its staff are outstanding practising professionals
(performers, composers, musicologists) as well as being
inspirational teachers. The facilities are world class, in-
cluding a 1400 seat concert hall, a 200 seat recital room,
and a 400 seat full equipped theatre. The partnership
with the Canberra School of Art leads to exciting oppor-
tunities for creative dialogue and interaction across a va-
riety of art forms. Similarly, the ANU environment
offers artists intellectual challengers and pursuits of
many kinds.

The new courses at the school are innovative. Designed
to stimulate artistic independence, curiosity, integrity
and creativity they are a mix of traditional development
of high-level technical mastery with a very flexible ap-
proach to academic subjects. Musicians of all kinds
need a thorough understanding of, and a sense of, his-
torical trends and practices, social context and theoreti-
cal language, as well as good general communication
and organisational skills. The course is designed to stim-
ulate development in all of the above areas through a
program of individual lessons, performance classes, con-
cert practice, chamber music, masterclasses, ensemble
work, tutorials and seminars. Each student receives an
enormous amount of individual attention and guid-
ance, and courses can be tailored to suit students’ special
needs and desires. Above all, the School aims to empow-
er students to reach their full musical potential and si-
multaneously to broaden their horizons to prepare them
to successfully engage with the music profession in its
multiplicity of directions.

Australian Centre for the Arts and Technology
(ACAT)

The Institute of the Arts’ technology program has devel-
oped on many fronts over the past few years and has
gained international recognition for the excellence of its
teaching and research outcomes. It is housed under the
interdisciplinary umbrella of the Australian Centre for
the Arts and Technology which provides a unique envi-
ronment for the teaching, research, recording publish-
ing and performance of time-based arts made with new
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technology. ACAT provides support for all computer
activities within the Institute and nurtures opportuni-
ties to study computer arts applications in interdiscipli-
nary settings.

Institute of the Arts Undergraduate Courses

Canberra School of Art

Bachelor of Arts (Visual) — 3 years full-time (pass)

Bachelor of Arts (Visual) — 4 years full-time (honours)

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Arts(Visual) — 4 years
full-time (pass and honours)

Bachelor of Asian Studies/Bachelor of Arts (Visual) —
4 years full-time (pass and honours)

Bachelor of Asian Studies (Specialist)/Bachelor of Arts
(Visual) — 5 years full-time (pass and honours)

Bachelor of Arts (Visual)/Bachelor of Science (Forestry)
— 5 years full-time (pass and honours)

Diploma of Art — 2 years full-time or part-time equiv-
alent

Canberra School of Music

Bachelor of Music — 3 years full-time (pass)

Bachelor of Music (Performance) — 4 years full-time
(pass and honours)

Bachelor of Music (Jazz) — 4 years full-time (pass and
honours)

Bachelor of Music (Composition) — 4 years full-time
(pass and honours)

Bachelor of Music (Musicology) — 4 years full-time
(pass and honours)

Bachelor of Music (Music Language & Techniques) —
4 years full-time (pass and honours)

University of Canberra— Music Education — a single
or double music major for students enrolled in the
Bachelor of Education at the University of Canberra.

ACAT
Bachelor of Arts (Digital Arts) — 3 years full-time

(pass)
Bachelor of Arts (Digital Arts) — 4 years full-time

(honours)

WORKSHOPS/PROGRAMS

(Canberra School of Art)
Ceramics, Glass, Gold and Silver, Painting, Photome-
dia, Printmedia & Drawing, Sculpture, Textiles, Wood.

DEPARTMENTS/PROGRAMS

(Canberra School of Music)

Composition, Jazz, Literature and Materials of Music,
Brass, Guitar, Keyboard, Percussion, Strings, Voice,
Woodwind.

For detailed information please refer to the Institute of
the Arts Handbook.
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