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STANDARD OPERATIONAL PROCEDURE

ACCESS TO THE BALCONY & LIGHTING BARS TO INSTALL, REMOVE

AND MAINTAIN FITTINGS AND FIXTURES IN LLEWELLYN HALL

Hazard Identification

As a part of the inspection report into safety issues at Llewellyn Hall, Mr Bryan Cossart (Northorp Consulting Engineer) on 2 March 2004 highlighted the lack of any ‘safe access to the lighting bars at the side of the hall or to those against the spandrel of the upper seating’.  This presents a safety hazard to personnel and equipment.

Risk Assessment

The Technical Operations Manager, Venue and Events Manager and an ANU OHS Officer conducted a risk assessment on 18 August 2004 to address the above hazards highlighted in Mr Cossart’s report dated 2 March 2004.  

Balcony & Lighting Bars

It was agreed that there were two possible methods by which the balcony and lighting bars of Llewellyn Hall can be safely accessed.  These included access via the purchase/hire of a scissor lift or similar or the engagement of an external rigger.

1. Scissor lift or similar: this method is likely to cause considerable disruption to teaching and learning priorities in Llewellyn Hall due to the time spent manoeuvring the equipment and the risk of damaging the internal fittings and fixtures in the hall.  It also presents a significant cost to the School of Music.

2. Rigger: a qualified rigger with the correct equipment and techniques could perform this type of activity as part of their daily work schedule.  This method would limit disruption to teaching and learning priorities and eliminate the cost of purchasing or hiring specialised equipment.  The School of Music technical staff would support the rigger in performing their responsibilities.

The vertical lighting bars in Llewellyn Hall will be removed by Facilities and Services.

Risk Control

On 18 August 2004, it was agreed that the engagement of a qualified rigger (2) would become the standard operating procedure for the School of Music in accessing the balcony bars to install, remove, and maintain fittings and fixtures. 

 This procedure will be disseminated to relevant staff at the School of Music, presented to the School of Music OHS Committee and form part of an OHS Procedures Manual for the School.

Monitor and Review

The OHS Committee will continue to monitor and review this process and identify new hazards in association with the introduction of new staff, equipment, new work practices or change in environment.  

This procedure will also be evaluated and updated (if required) annually in February.
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