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MEETING OF THE SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

HELD AT 1:00 PM ON WEDNESDAY 25 MAY 2005 IN THE LEVEL 4 Board Room.

MINUTES
Present

John Luxton (Chair), Karen Hill, Susan West, Patricia Rice, Gary France, John Mackey, Virginia Taylor, Vicki Dawes, Olle Palmqvist, Mike Price, Eric Ajaye, Tim Kain, Deborah Crisp, Vesma Bobets, Stephen Wild, Ruth Lee Martin, Alistair Noble (Student Representative – postgraduates), James Kassamatis (student representative – undergraduates). 

Item 1: Apologies:

Tom Burge.

Item 2: Minutes From Previous Meeting

Will be addressed next meeting. http://www.anu.edu.au/music/intranet/committees.php
Item 3: Report from Head of School

John Luxton welcomed to the committee James Kassamatis and Alistair Noble, student representatives. 

John Luxton advised that he had met with Penelope Oakes, Dean of Students.  John informed the committee that Penelope was extremely pleased with the recent student information session held at the School of Music held on Friday 6 May 2005.

John Luxton informed the committee that:

· The Faculty of Arts did not support the 4 minus 1 proposal, as there is an issue with supervision.  Has gone back to the University for further discussion.

· The practical examination timetable is now on WebCT.

· He had submitted promotion paperwork for 8 – 9 academics.

· The Opera would be going ahead with an orchestra.

· The graduate performance across the School is excellent.

· The Friend’s have raised $40,000 and it is now the VC has agreed to match the funds $ for $.

· He and Virginia had met with Professor Deane Terrell, Director of the SOM Foundation, to discuss new members and possible collaborations.

· He met with ArtsACT with Julie Gorrell, and Adam Shoemaker.  Action: JL to keep staff inform of progress

· Visiting Artists who have been performing at the School during May 2005 have been, James Campbell (USA) Clarinet, Thomas Hecht (International Piano), Mark Levine (USA) Grammy Nominated Jazz Pianist, and Eric Ewazen (Brass).  John expressed his gratitude to all Venues & Concert staff for the excellent work they did during these visits.

Virginia Taylor reported that there were two concert practices, which are slightly different in format.  Dominic is responsible for the undergraduates.

Staffing Issues:

· David Panichi has left the University. John met with the Jazz Department and it was agreed that a replacement would be at an ANU Level A.

· Eve Newsome has been approached to teach oboe students one day per week. Negotiations are continuing.

Item 4: Approval of New Coursework

John advised that the documentation for coursework variations for 2006 have been submitted to the Faculty. He confirmed that there were no new courses approved just changes to existing courses. John thanked staff who submitted changes and said that the Executive Committee would be exploring other interesting courses suggested by Niven Stines, Gary France and Celina Lindsley in the future.

Deborah Crisp advised the committee that four courses would be merged into 2: “Music in Eighteenth and Nineteenth-Century Europe” and Western Music of the Twentieth Century. Both courses will be offered each year. 

Item 5: Honours Supervision

Deborah Crisp raised the issue of the lack of honours supervisors and asked the committee members consider providing their assistance. Deborah suggested that individuals have a look at the CEDAM website as they offer very good training courses.  Linda Hort will be presenting at the next information session on 7 June 2005 at 1pm on the subject of the Teaching and Learning code.  http://www.anu.edu.au/cedam/cedam_admin/calendar.html
Item 6: Graduate Coursework Paper

Stephen Wild presented the graduate coursework degree structures paper for consideration for and discussion. http://info.anu.edu.au/OVC/Education_Portfolio/News/Review_of_Graduate_Coursework_Education/246PG_Review_Report%2014%20Apr.%2005.pdf (page 6)

Issues raised were:

· Concerns about the specialist pass degree entry level to Masters.

· 3rd year bachelor’s degree student would elect to go straight into the Graduate Certificate degree and not the 4th year Specialist degree.

· Fees charged for Graduate Certificate degree

· HECs for Specialist Pass degree.

· Handbook has a lot of errors. Action: Deborah Crisp to arrange corrections

· Action: Staff to email suggestions/concerns to John Luxton, Stephen Wild or Karen Hill about how the proposed coursework structure could work.

· Action: Included on next agenda.

Item 7: Discussions on Policies

Karen Hill presented two draft policies. (1) Research Students: Entitlements and Resources Policy and (2) Policy on Awarding Pre-Tertiary University House Scholarships for Single Studies. The policies will be submitted to the next Executive Committee meeting.

Action: Karen Hill to email both policies to staff for their comments.

Item 8: Other Business

Item to be added to next agenda should be Student Matter and further discussion of graduate coursework.

Item 9: Next Meeting

22 June 2005
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