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WARLPIRI VERB. ROOTS AND PREVERBS

David Nash .

Thls paper ‘consi ders “the range of verbal ‘words in the Warlpiri
languade of the wast= cenfral Northern Territory, and compares the
inventory of verb roots in Warlpiri with that of some closely re-
lated languages. This necessarily involves the related (aTegory of
‘preverb’, dlscussed |n deTall for Warlpiri in section 2,

The paper shows how preverbs bring out a covert distinction between
two sorts of Waripiri verb root — (1) those which cccur in a number
of lexical stems (i.e. in combination with a number of 'lexical
preverbs'), and {(ii) those which do not. It is shown that roots of
type (i) .are in general to be regarded as more ancient than rocts

of type (|}) as shown for - instance by the much higher correspond-
ences between roo#s of type (i) and verb roots in the languages to
the nor#h ‘and wesf of Warlpiri. Anofher aspecT of The preverb-
‘verb combiriation is that it has given rise to new verb-roots,
' 5ynchron|calIy s:mple as The resul t of rearaly us Qf a semantic=

} ‘morphoiugrcal d1spar|+y
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depended on a' restricted definition: of Tauxitiary'. With the greatly
increased amount of grammatical, information that has become avail-

~able over the last decade, it is possible to perceive an areal .
continuum in The structure of fhe. verbal word, as summarised by Dixon
(1980:280-81, section 9.4.3 Number of verbs): a number of Austra-
lian tanguages, particularly .in the east of the continent, have
hundreds of mono-morphemic verb rcots, whereas the same range of
verbal -ideas is expressed.mostly by complex verbs in a number of
other AusTra||an 1anguages, parTscu!arIy in The west of The con—":
‘|'|nen‘|' Lo . . .,

- Heath (1976:735) distinguishes between two complex verb structures
Jin.different norfh east Arnhem land ]anguages both, of which - might
be described as "an uninfiected main. verb bound o a foIIOW|ng in-
flected auxiliary' (Heath 1978:83 on Ngandi and 'most languages in
the area'): S , - ' S T T s
(i) [root - thematising suffix - suffixes]
(iiy [verbl [pronominals-auxiliary-suffixes].

Heath finds (i) in Mara, Alawa, Warndarang and Yugul, and (i) in
Nunggubuyu, Ngandi, and the Yuulngu ‘languages (such as Ritharngu).
Merlan (o appear:8-9) distinguishes two Types of complex verb
within Mangarrayi. These Arnhem Land languages fall into The 'com-
plex verb! area of the Australian continent. Dixon exemplifies the
distribution with Dyirbal (hundreds of mono-~morphemic roots) from
the eéast on the one hahd,3 and mentions on the other Warlpiri,
WalmaTjari, Gurindji (Kuurrinyji} and languages of 'Kimberleys and
Daly River': He notes that Diyari (north-east South Australia) has
“over 200 verb roots: Austin (1981a:71) records 248 verb roots in
that language. |1 can be added that Yidiny (293 roots, according
to Dixon 1977:207), Ngiyambaa (Donaldson 1980), Lardil (Hale 1981),
and .The Arandic languages of central Australia (K: Hale, p.c.), also
exemplify the 'eastern' properTy of having hundreds of verb roots.
On the other hand, Warlpiri's eastern neighbour Warumungu has around
50 verb roots {Slmpson 1980); Jaru, 'with 'only forty odd verbs'
(Tsunoda 1978:79) follows The pa++ern of its neighbours Warlpiri
and Walmatjari. in his account of preverbs in Jaru, Tsunoda
(1978:199) mentions parallels in the Pama-Nyungan languages Malngin,
Wandijira and Walmatjari, and The non—Pama—Nyungan Gidja, Miriwung,
Wunambal and UngarinJ:n '

The qual|TaT|ve statistical situation in Nyangumarda is Typlcal

by dictionary count, simple, i.e. monomorphemic, verbs
number barely one hundred, while complex verbs are
many times more numerous; by text couni, the scales
are tipped the other way: simple verbs far outnumber
complex. (O'Grady 1970:43)

In this respect, Warlpiri is numerically intermediate between the :
languages to its north and north-west (with no more than 45 or so
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The wider Australian correspondences proposed thus comprise the )
following Terms used by other workers '

- LANGUAGE : : .
Warlpiri, Jaru : rooT . preverb
Walmatjari . . : Root 2. . Root 1
Ungarinjin auxiliary simple root
Malak-malak - auxitiary verh

~Alawa auxitiary particle
Yirr'-Yorront . verb root .. prefix -

Of course, The properTnes of The caTegorles vary from Ianguaqe

to language — in-the foregeing discussion my aim has been tfo
draw out The 5|m||ari+|e5

1. SOME 15SUES RELEVANT TO PREVERBS
1.1 TYPOLOGICAL PARALLELS

Indo-European:

The ferm 'preverb' has long been used by Indo-Europeanists,
dating -at least from Varo (praeverbum}. The term refers to
particles which appear following a noun  (like a postposition)

and simultaneously before the verb, and which, in early Indo-.
Eurcpean, were Typically spatial adverbials (such as 'up, down,
away')- These forms are the anTecedenTs ot German (separable and

inseparable} verbal prefaxes Tsunoda (1978:199) makes a com-
pariscon befween preverbs in Jaru {and neighbouring languages) and
the German Vorsilben, i.e. separable (verbal) prefixes. Russian
verbal prefixes are also similar — Pesetsky (1979) argues that in
morphological structure they are the sister of the inflec*ed'verb
root (rather than being a sister of the bare root). " Williams

(1981: 270) draws attention tfo compound Latin verbs |ike Ludificio
"to make game, to plav'.

Engiish:

English phrasal verbs (verb-particle constructions) are similar o
preverb-verb constructions in two ways (hense Alpher's [1973:403-6]
and Capell's [1976:624] use of the term 'phrasal verbs! for certain
complex verbs in Cape York languages). A phrasal verb has a meaning
that is not simply a composition of the verb and the preposition
(particle); .and the verb and particie may form what has been cal led
a 'diScon%ihuous'consTiTuehT' in that other words, such as pronouns,
can intervene between the root and the particle. '
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.A%gohquiaﬂ: o o _ . _ .
Bloomfield (1940:103), no doubt faking the term from Tndo-European

studies, dubbed as 'preverbs‘ The pre-verbal par+lcles found in
Algonqutan languages of North America.

Certain particles, preverbs, freely precede verb
stems... /kees/ "completion," /pes/ (used only as a.
preverb) "hither"... Particles and even longer words
are often includéed between The members of such com-
pounds: M encmini } nekees— pes-[ teh-wenah J-neewaaw
"but | did see him on the way,™ with /teh wenah/
"however" inctuded. :

Goddard (1979:60) assigns a structure fo the complex verb, and he
apparently faced analytical problems similar to Those posed by
Warlpiri preverb-verb comb(naflons

The basic structure of a LDelaware] verb form may
accordingly be represented by the following dia-
gram:

iprefixy
| .or |-{preverb(s) ) root(+medial )+final- end|ngs

. :
- I ehange ~—basic stem-—-—-=

(the plusses are stem-internal; The dashes separate.
the stem from the affixes; the space is & word
boundary, though indicated by a hyphen 'in the Tran-
scr|p+|on used [by Goddard].).

In other words, Coddard places a stem-internal word boundary be-
tween the preverb and the following verb stem. He does this be-
cause 'independent words may occur between a perverb and the rest
of a compound stem' and 'preverbs and basic stems — with a prefix
or change, if any — are each Treated phonclogically as an indepen-
dent word! (1979:59), yet the compound stem is tThe unit to which a
prefix or change is applied. This analytical paradox is addressed
in the next section. : ‘

1.2 MORPHOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF SUFFIXED COMPOUNDS

| propose To anatyse Waripiri compound verbs as consisting of a
‘praverb compounded with an inflected verb stem, even if “the pre-
verb-stem combination merits its own lexical entry. Thus The part
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aSS|gnmen+ opera+e generalfy in domains beglnnlnq aT each morpho—
logical '[' and extending rightward to the next '[! (passing over:
any number of 1]")— see Nash (1980) for exemplification, for in-
stance in reduplications and nominal compouhds."GEvén'+ha+ an
inflected compound_verb has structure

[preverb [rooT—lnfleX|on]}

the phonological processes of vowel ass;m|la+|on and sTress apply
without any additionat restrictions on them. This would not be
S0 |f compound verbs had the structure '

[[preverb root ] -inflexion]

See also secTson 2.3

2, PREVERBS IN WARLPIR!

This secflon presenTs deTa Is of the preverb cafegory in Warlprr|

- An unders*andlng of the ways preverbs conbine with verbs is required
torunderstand the: following section which distinguishes Warlpiri
verb roots on-the basis of their interaction with preverbs. For
Cfurther details, particularly of phonology and morphoiogy, see

Nash (980)and the references there. '

2.1 SEMI-PRODUCTIVE PREVERBS
A typical Warlpiri preverb is /pirri/ 'scatter', dcctrring in such

verbs as the following (with the meaning of the root given in
square prackets after the meaning of the complex verb):’

pirri=kiji-rni S 'ERG scatter ABS (by throwing
o - N ABS), ERG broadcast ABS' [ throw ]
Copirrismati=rnd oo TABS (eyeé);bulge out! [go in line]
pirrffnguﬁé—mi . ""’ABS'Iie down individually,
L s ScaTTered‘ [I|e down]
© pirri=panti-rni. ' 'ERG pierce, squash ABS and. send
' - BRI flying' [spear]
pirri-parnka-mi- . 'ABS fun away ‘and sca++er [run]
pirri-ya-ni : 'ABS. dlsperse Lagol .
pirri-yi-nyi 7 ~ TERG distribute ABS (to DAT)' [give]
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(cf. productive preverbs, 2.4).% Furthermore, |ike all non-derived
preverbs, they do not take any nominal or verbal inflexion, and do
not occur uncombined with a verb root. Examples in(:lude:9 T

Jjaa
jaalypa
jam?ar{
Jjurnpu -
“kanginy(pa)
~karlirr(=karlirr)
larra
manyu
milki .
baarr(pa)
parri
“'rupirri' '
raa .
rdilyki
t+ilykirr [E]
rdungkurﬁ
tiirt, Tirl
Tﬁriuny L
Coowalyil
wanyény.
warurrka
Wirrbiyi

warika

open (of entrance)

whispering

chomping

pile up
misperceivfng
swerving
splitting

in play

‘dembnsffa+ing

info flight
mashing '
distributing, écafférjng

clearing

7 breaking

 dIsiodng9,'rembvihg_

splitting, cracking

bent double
spilLing
adherihg
noisilyf

‘gathering (people).

feigning

An example of a semi-productive preverb .in combination with a stem
~ which is a lexical preverb-verd combination is:

/kanginy-purda—nya%nyi/

'ERG fail fo hear ABS properly!

. {¢f. /purda-nya-nyi/ YERG hear ABS'")



than occuring with particular roots in lexical entries. A number
of the properties of lexical preverbs follow from this, e.g. (i)
the facT that an Auxiliary may not occur between a lexical preverb
and a root; (ii) the fact that & lexical preverb cannot occur fol-
iowing iTs associated root (or removed from i1); (iii) the fact
that the only preverb-verb combinations which occur with 'semi-
productive'! preverbs are combinations involving lexical preverbs

(section 2.17, which otherwise only occur with verb roots in their
SCOpE. :

2.3 'SEMANTTC COMPOS I TIONALITY

A preverb usually goes to form a compound verb which is a hyponym

of the root verb.— The preverb adds a compenent of meaning to

the meaning of Tthe root. Sometimes, as noted above,. the combination
may have a specialised meaning which is even more particular than
the Tsum' of the meanings of the preverb and verb root, but of
course. this does not detract from the combination from being a
hyponym of the root.

ButT hyponymy does not always hold for lexicalised combinations: it
can fail to hold in a variety of ways. |[|f a root has multiple
senses, the more general senses tend to show up in verbs compounded
~from that root. Oftfen it appears that one component of the mean=-
ing of the root is 'washed out', or 'diluted''! leaving other as-

pects:of the root's meaning intact. | iilustrate this in 2.6 with
a presentation of all complex verbs involving the root /yl—nyl/
"to give'. Further examples include the one involving /ka=-nyi/ .

mentionad in 2.2 above, and ‘a number of verbs built on /nga- rnl/
LERG ingest ABS' which 'wash out! the component 'swallow! from its
meaning, but retain 'act on by mouth'.!? For example, / jampar| -
nga-rni/ 'to chew', or "to crunch with mouth' are actions which do
not necessarily involve swallowing., Simitarly, /purda=nya-nyi/
"ERG hear ABS' retains the-notion of percepf:on in the roct /nya=
nyi/ 'ERG see ABS!,

There are indications that failure of ‘compositional ity is not
limited entirely to Tthe lexical preverbs. For instance, a

derived or productive preverb might enfer info a lexical ised com—
bination. which is no longer a hyponym of the root verb (perhaps.
-because The meaning.of Tthe combination has changed over time, or
because the meaning of The root has.changed). A case in point may.
be the roct /karri-mi/ 'ABS stand' which enters into some com-
binations To which 1ts confribution appears-to be no more than
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Note that there are few known instances of a difference in the
linking of the subject argument beiween a verb root and.a- preverb-
combination involving that root. The few examples involve a root
with :ERG-Ilinked subject, which occurs with a 'iex1ca|' preverb to
form a compound verb with ABS-linked subject.!® The instances are
~as follows, with the frame of the rool given in square brakets:

/kuumarri=yi-nyi/ "ABS moan, groan'

o ' LERG give ABS to DAT]
/wurru-ka-nyi/ 1  'ABS stalk DAT!
-./yura- ka~ ny|/ ' [ERG transport ABS]

The generatlsa+|on is also :llusTraTed (negatively) by the pair of
verbs just quoted, since both verbs involve a 'semi-productive'
preverb, not a 'lexical' one, and thus the case-frame of the root
persists in the compound. This situation should not be surprising:
unless a preverb-verb combination merits its own lexical entry, its
case frame (and meaning) is known only through general rules (al-
beit '"ltexical rules'). '

There is.another way to observe semantic composition of certain
preverb-verb combinations: when the meanings (and case-frames) -
of two verbs fuse to form one. This happens in ftwo ways in
Warlpiri:

(i) The Infinitive of any verb V may combtne in preverb-like
fashion with the root /ya-ni/ 'ABS go' (and certain other motion
verbs, such as /parnka-mi/ 'ABS run') to form the compound verb
/V—INF -ya-ni/ 'go along V-ing'-

(ii) The Infinitive of one of the four verbs of stance may combine
in a preverb-like fashion with the root Airra-rni/ 'ERG place ABS
(at ALL)' to form the compound verb /V-iNF-yirra-rni/ "ERG put
ABS in V-ing position',

Notice that in (i), the derived verb has the case-frame of the
modifier, the verb V acting as preverb - thus /paka-rninja-ya-ni/
'ERG go along striking ABS' — whereas in (ii) the verb has the
case-frame of the head verb., In fterms of case-~frames, the combina-
tions are as follows:

(i) {ERG=)ARS{-DAT) -+ ABS — (ERG-)ARS (-DAT)
ERG-DAT '+ ABS —> ERG-DAT
Ciid ABS -+ ERG-ABS —> ERG—ABS

It is possible to make The generalisation that the argument of the
'head' (finite) verb which bears the role of Theme (usually |inked,
as here, to the ABS case) corresponds to the subject argument of

+he 'modifier' verb (the Infinitive-preverb) and. takes the case of
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The ability to combine with a complex verb apparently goes hand in
hand with another property showing That the 'adverbial' and 'dative-
adjunct' preverb is rather loosely connected with the verb stem

with which it combines, viz. The ability of Tadverbial' and 'dative=
adjunct! preverbs (but not the 'semi-productive' or 'lexical'

preverbs) to follow rather than precede the accompanying verb stem,
thus:

[ (preverb) root-infiecion]] [preverb]
Y

In fact, these preverbs sometimes occur even further separated
from the main vert, under conditicns which | do not understand.

As the example of /warrarda/ above shows, such separated preverbs,
to the extent that they occur, cften occur sentence-finally.

Other adverbial preverbs include:!®

jaala back and forth

Jaantaku protruding

Jaaril . blocking

jangkardu o in opposition fo DAT
Japara S | eating while going atong
jarrwara . o ' wrong direction, astray.
jawirri ' ‘ V and leave behind
'jayfrrpa snatching

Jiwirlki=2 : with appendage bouncing.
juka _juT+ing'ﬁpward5
julyuritpal) . ) in(to) water, fire
juru=juru ~ rolling, sliding
Juul(pa). o up to & point, haifway
laja carrying o
nganjini - : _ . on arrival

pina : | : ‘back, in return

pirriki in‘pity

lepgrru - in oppoéifion To DAT
rarra dragging

rdal ji motionless

wajiii running
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2.4.2 DATIVE-ADJUNCY PREVERBS

This sub-category of preverbs is cailed ‘'dative-adjunct' since its
members introduce an extra argumeni, aiways |inked to DAT case, in
the functional structure of the verb with which fthey combine (see
Nash 1980: 48-49, 200-01, 222 for details). A further distinguish=-
ing property is that most (the exception is /jurntal/) dative-
adjunct preverbs cannot host a directional enclitic (whereas all

other preverbs, except perhaps for some lexical preverbs, may host
a directional enclitic).

One dative-adjunct: preverb /jurnta/ 'away from DAT, removal from
(with adverse.effect on) DAT' is exemplified in a sentence guoted
in 2.4.1, Another is exemplified in the following sentence, which
also shows That a dative argument may be added ‘o a clause by one

of these preverbs even if the clause already contains a dative
selected by the verb root:

Ngarrka—-ngku-ria=jinta karli karnta-ku
man -Erg -Dat-Bat  boomerang woman-Dat

kurdu-ku marlaja-punta=-rnu
-child-Dat Causative-deprive-Past

1. 'The man took the bcomerang away from the child, because of the
woman'; 2. 'The man took the boomerang away from the woman, because
of the child'. (The sentence has at least these fwo readings, ac-
cording as fo whether the dative-marked nouns are construed with =
the obligue argument of /punta-rni/ 'ERG take ABS away from DAT',
or with the dative argument added by the preverb /marlaja/.)

The dative-adjunct prevérbs are:

Jirrnganja j'

yirrkirnpa Comiftative, with (dependent) DAT.

Jjurnta ‘ Adversative, awéy_from DAT

. q
Egééa [EE?H urnu | ] Benefacfive, for DAT _
marlaja ’ N  Causative, made possuble by DAT
(marlanqka — res+r1CTed version)
nikiCpikil). - in Jeopardy of DAT -

{n the languages to the north-west of Waripiri with par+1c|e~
auxitiary' constructions, There is no eguivalent of the dative-
adjunct preverb, i.e. There are no particles which introduce an
exira argument info the clause (Mertan, p.c.).
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"Note the persistence of the ERG-1inking of the subject of thesé ftwo -
ong-argument verbs -- compare The discussion in 2.3.

infinitives as preverbs are discussed in section Z.3." The productive =
power of infinitives and Nominals as derived preverbs is best seen
as a property of those particular verb roots which enter such .com-
binations — hence they differ In The fype of producfnv:fy from the
combinations of 2.4.1 and 2.4.2.

2.5 ETYMOLOGY- OF PREVERBS

Preverbs are evident!ly a long-eztablished category 'in Warlpiri,
wel | !nTegraTed |nTo The STruc+ure of The Ianguage.

The morpheme: STrucTure of preverbs conforms falrly closely to +ha+ s
of nouns (and words) in Warlpiri (see Nash 1980:67-8%). - There are ..
two respects in which a preverb's form is less restricted than That
of a nominal root in modern Warlpiri: (i) a preveﬁb,'unfike any
other Warlpiri morpheme, may end in a consonant — any coronal
sonorant. non-glide consonant; (1i) a few preverbs censist of a sin-.
‘gie syllable, either an open syllable with a long vowe!, or a

closed syllable with a short vowel — both types not possible for
nominal roots, but which were probably possible nominat shapes at
an earlier historical stage. |In general, the morpheme structure of

a preverb conforms tc the Template:

CV V() (CV(C))”, n a non-negative integer

A few preverbs may be derived from nominals which no longer exist

independently, through a freezing of a derivational process men-—.

Tioned in section 2.4.5. Some others are cognate with present-day
verb roots, possibly from a common nominal scurce, as in

parnti-mi .. _._',_ TABS smeil, give off odour!

parnfi-nya-nyi . TERC smell ABS, perceive by smell'
(cf. the Nominal /parn%ﬁrr—parnf&rkpa/ 'smail of corpse') :

However, it is also'possible that preverb /parnti/ derives from a
verb root. Compare verb derivation by stem-compounding, reported
for Diyari's eastern neighbour Yandruwandha by Austin {(p.c.), and
attested by one compound Diyari verb (Austin 1881a:69).

A few preverbs may even be derived from something like styiised
cnomatopceia. For example, /lala)rr/ 'humming, whining', the only
non-productive preverb recorded with the root /purla-mi/ 'ABS shout
o DATY, giving /lalalrr=puria-mi/ "ABS hum, whine'; and /yapajaa/, .
the cry sometimes made by people in pain, is used in The complex
verb /yapajalyid-ma-ni/ 'ABS groan in pain!.!®
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(a) First, those which form-a hyponym of /yi—hyi/ and, iT.appears,
invelve a preverb derived, perhaps only in the historical sense,
from a nominal: : :

ngunyungunyu—yi;nyj ERG give DAT what one has_so far
(and go for more) '
(ngunyungunyu Tone Ioad' ngunyungunyu-ngarrirni TERG adV|se, pro-
pose, suggest')

_ _ vajarri=yi-nyi ERG exchahgé ABS freely (with DAT?)
{yajarri 'gift', yajarri-mi {with recip.} "ABS exchange gifts")

yirdiyi-vi-nyi ' ERG make room for DAT
(yirdiyi Troad, route, way, space')

jantajanta-yi-nyi ERG pass ABS around to DAT,
. FRG lend ABS, ERG share ABS
(jantawarra 'distributed, for everyone', Jjantawarra-ma-ni 'ERG
share ABS', jantalypa 'quartered kangaroo')

(b) Second, Those formed with a preverh which occurs onty with one
other root, namely /pi-nyi/ 'ERC act on ABS'. The combination with
/pi-nyi/ apparently has the same meaning as the combination with
/yi-nyi/. The meaning of the compound is not a hyponym of /yi-nyi/,
unless a quite abstract ftransfer of confrol from one entity to an-
other is conceived as being involved in the meaning of the combina-
tions. '

Jakuru=yi-nyi . ERG announce one's own departure

. _ {(tc DAT?), ERG take leave (of DAT?)
Jiniin={y)i-nyi ERG request favour of (ABS/DAT?)-
kinfii—(y)i—nyi ERG close incisicn in ABS with

stick for purpose (/kintilpa/)

There are two other: preverbs found only with /yi-nyi/ and /pi=nyi/,
but for these There is no connexion of meaning between the combina-
“tions with the fwo different rootfs:
marri-yi-nyi ERG brandish ABS,
4 ’ ERG feint with ABS
(marri-pi-nyi ‘1 ERG covet ABS, 2. ERG bury ABS (deceaséd relative)' }

yaru- yi-nyi (with recip.) ERG go in a big-group -
'(yaru pi-nyi 'ERG wipe ABS, ERG spray. ABS', yaru "1, covered with
water, 2, llghT in we!ghf')‘ -

(c) Simitar to (b)), preverbs which are generally fdund-only-wifﬁ
/yi-nyi/ and /pi-nyi/, or only with /yi-nyi/. These all have The
phonological shape -

CV(CICVrr=(y) i-nyi
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phological and semantic possibility of reintérpreting fthe form as
being derived from /yi-nyi/, and thus created a preverb morpheme
such as /palyarr/ which subsequently became available for combina-
tion with certain other verb roots. Note that vowel assimilation
does not penetrate the preverb in modern Warlpiri — so that
/rdilypirr—{y)i-nyi/ has Past tense /rdiiypirr-(ylungu/ not
*¥/rdulpurr=(yJungu/. : :

~ Naturally, this proposal calls for further supporting evidence and
an account of The relaftion, which appears problematic, of the post-
ulated */-rri/ to other suffixes reconstructed as */-rri/. It is
offered at this stage as a suggestion fo explain the otherwi ise re-
markable set of preverbs just |isted.

{d) Finally, preverbs which occur only with /yi-nyi/ and which do
net form a hyponym of /yi-nyi/, but neverthelsss generally form a
transitive verb with ERG-linked subject which is typically a_human
in coentrol of an activity.

Juta-yi-nyi ERG hit ground to determine
: presence of yams
rdingan-yi-nyi ERG curse ABS by boning
rdaipu-yi-nyi . ERG carry ABS under arm,'és
' coclamon '

jutyamarda-yi-nyi CERG throw ABS (dirt) up (at DAT?)
wakawaka=yi-nyi © ERG use arms and kill ABS
kuru-yi-nyi  ERG warm ABS over fire
kardi-yi-nyi " ERG heat ABS

{alse kardu-yi-nyi, cf. kardu-ma-ni 'ERG manufacture ABS")

' réirni-yi-nyi ERG start ABS,

. - ERG start to V-INF PurpOSive
{aiso. found in /rdirri-yarnka-m; / 'start on journey')

: jatu=yi-nyi - to go in opposition to DAT (7)
(also found in jatu-parci-mi TABS go loocking for fight")

yurrur|=yi-nyi _ ERG dart rapidly to avoid ABS,

o ERG talk one way and Think another
(cf. yurruriu, wirrirli ™arch fly")

A further, probably related, set of examples is

mirrmirrpariu-yi-nyi y ERC make ABS shine
mirrmirrmarti-yi-nyi ' o
mirrmirrmarl i-yi-nyi ~ ERG (cold weather) cause ABS *o
shiver '
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3.

1

ROOTS WITH MANY PREVERB-DERIVED STEMS

> janka-mi

jarri-=mi
>karri-mi

nguna-mi
>nyina=-mi
>pardi-mi

parnka-mi

purra-mi
wangka-mi

wanti-mi
wapa-mi
—jirri=rni

Kiji-rni.

luwa-rni -

marda-rni

>ngarri-rni .

paji-rni

paka-rni

panti=rni
-parri=rni

yirra=rni

>ka-nyi

>nya-nyi
>pi=nyi
>y i-ryi

>nga-rni

191

- ABS

ERG

- ABS

ABS
ABS
ABS

_ ABS

ABS

- ERG

ABS

- ABS

ABS
ABS
ABS
ERG
ERG

" ERG

ERG
ERG

ERG
ERG
ERG

ERG
ERG
ERG
ERC
ERG

"ERG

ERG

ERG
ERG

ERG
ERG

ERG

(fire} burn
{(fire) burn ABS

become ...

sTand

recl ine
sit
arise
run

(person) burn ABS

speak,

make characTerlsfxc noise
speak to DAT

drop
move about
act forcefully on ABS

Throw ABS
put decoration ABS on DAT

hit ABS with missile -
hold ABS

scold ABS

Tel ] ABS to DAT
signify ABS

cut ABS

strike ABS

‘pierce ABS

act on ABS

place ABS at LOC,ALL
create design ABS on DAT

Transport ABS

perceive ABS
look about for DAT

|mpacT on ABS
give ABS to DAT
ingest ABS



E- .
TZ“- {a) Frozen Derived Forms {(see 2.6.3(c), 3.4)

Polysyllableérri—mi

kawarirri—mf S ABS wander

ngarlarri-mi :, . ABS taugh

_ngurnfirrf-mi ... ABS scold DAT o
‘parntarri-mi - .~ - ABS crouch [maarr?"croﬁch frat']
wapjrfi—mi,._ .  ‘ _ ABS conceal DAT o
yajarri-mi -(+recip)  ABS exchange gifTs'V

yurirri-mi COABS stir

(b) Frozen Preverb-Verb Combinations {see 3.4}
CVC+pi (ctf. root /pi-nyi/ in 3.1 above)

karlpi-mi - ERG (temperature) cause suffar ABS
tirlpi-mi - ERG flake ABS
Jampi-rni _ ERG lick ABS
. marnpi;rni : o ERG touch ABS ”
parnpi-rni- . - ERG tcuch ABS
wirrpi=rai- - ERG eat ABS [avoidance]
7 _ [yilyi= 'sturp']
yarrpi-rni ERG build fire ABS '
yirrpi=-rni o ERG insert ABS

CVC+ji- (cf. root /-ji-ni/, 3.1 above)

larrji-rni ERG scratch ABS
ayunji-rni ERG kiss ABS
parl ji-rai | ERG wash ABS
rdirrji-rni ABS start a fight
wal ji-rni ERG pluck ABS
winji-rni " ERG pour ABS
Others
waréparnpi—mi ABS sing out
' ABS announce DAT
wuur!pérfa—rni ERG deshair ABS
Tirlarri=-rni _ ERG split ABS
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