. the camel men
By B. M. FORD

Andy Everelt, among the last of the o!d
icamel men, hwas in Meekatharra. -

He was born in Allce would then set off to-|
Springs, in Central .l..:s- wards the amoke Elgnas,
i:rs.a in 1800, and came sometimes 20 miles away,|
|to Meekatharre at tbe “age with three scout camels. |
of 13 with-brethers Chris _ |
1and Arthur Walker, who The Aboriginels were|
\with an Englishman named 8.]9;&.}5 *riendi‘{ and aliow-|
Arthur Crolt, crossed “the ed ! hem to fill with water’
\inlend” on  foot, from the two 12-gallom drums,
| Alice Springs to Wiluna|brought r0r that purpose.|
(then Lake-way). ‘The Aboriginals they sew!

Andy was camel-man ooic. @ almost  complete! Yy
in charge of (he ten naxed. -
camels used on lhe l'¢1‘ Fresh meat was Caugnl!
And‘%edescrll.oes his camels ror {00d on the way, m OSU)!

. HIDE peautiful ani- RS-BERIDO -rats, ] marsu-
mals. pial that once abounded ln1

When travell ln.., camels the inland deserts,
tare linked In lne by a . ;
'rope, attached to the Qccaslonally, quondeng
| wooden peg in the nose, lr€es, growing up to 201t
o the *rapper of the Digh, \‘E‘C’. :d their unique;
camel in front. fand edible fruit for he'
1 traveilere
| Camels are  strange ravesers.
ernimals, and were & bDoCn.  Cooking was done over|
in the early days, of Aus-lopen camp fires, end with
|lra.la, Dul &las are &0 .:‘."Lnl' D ovens.
| tle valued now. X ) Jent
| T ch camel had its al- At i‘.‘gf*' the party slept|
: -o:‘edmb f*;‘d”e‘f‘ ci?u.lb (he/OR ground sheets, with one,

ourney. One carried %o Oof two biankels —each.|
_04 ga..c"l ..C of “a,er “a;c" was kept if Abﬂi
| Others carri r:d tea, flow |Tiginals were in ihe vicin-
drpping,  pressed ‘»'ege— ity. No adverse incldents|
| tables. ;ﬁrese.—vec potatoes, occurred during the ena!re
| rice, end dried apricots. | JOWTEY.
| Some dried apricols were MATESHIP
[ ctom o vepk d - |
téﬂﬁd:o‘) ri?a;na d:;*.eelwan.'fn A great spirit of mate-|
{ The trekking parly left ship  had prevailcdl
| Alice Springs at the end| throughout, Andy said, and
| of the summer of 1913 | [they remalned eheerful|
iThe) were lured by the/even when shifting nndl

gold finds in the wesi, also| |dunes made the way srdu-|

L ous. 8and dunes moved
“.gerg‘gf prospect on the 'aorth 3 south. f

. LAST CONTACT | _Andy ds;.ld o was e
| i with D8pPYy day” W they B
Their last contact .»_if.lh reached Acqus Springs, 1%

civilisation -was Lyuncéh's|;
'cattlu: station, 50 miles| miles east of Wiluna. =

north-west of Alice Springs. ] Acqua Springs was man-|
| until they reached Acqua gged by Tommy Melon, for |
|Springs and more than tne Wolongol - Pastoral|f
| five months later, in Wes- Company, Explorers from
| tern Australia. . South Austrslia, the Bray-

AMen in-the parly wa red!den brothers, had carved,
| most of the way. Tbe: their names on trees there. g
| wore strong bco-:_s,_ long %-e‘_ a brie! sy [hei
| pants, shirts, and  Ous continued ~ on  to|H

Th ather : " |

12'1:1? Eur{\:;.s' ut ?I‘.;?‘lghu& LA, ,ﬁ“‘?h “"?-5“‘3“5
- a agaln, unt ey hit the

grew co.d. . § the new B

The  Walker pbothers Feak 1B

ers t
h '-Ct‘i‘: and Meekatharra. They
edith

tray €l led squth along |
to the li-mlile;
sguth agsaln to|B
. Meexatharrsa g8
in s hevday
was e “in”

| were  TOUED, cx .';t;.

{ The parly covered about
116 miles & . day.

M e

[devitati The parly broke up
G\C on wes s ' lthere, -snd the. feithfu
{thelr G, le-West ‘camels were sold to Leam- |
fgel waler, iney . Avariably sters. Andy Everett stayed i
ireturned to that point 7.7 .dt:t:“t{tl‘aﬁa - droving o
lagain befere cantiinuing . houtaidn ]
west : ' end working on sfgtions In|
|WESL. the area. i
| Smoke signals sent up at
{6 am receilved smoke sig-| Al the age of 40, he([
ipais in reply, which meant/married Linda Brockman
| Aboriging and a8 waterand they live In & neat (&
zoak. - jcottage near the town. §
The "bos.s" and x‘.m |They had no children, but|f
~ ‘| Andy says his life has been| $
M_:.u- —.'!I'L full "epd happy. His hale|d
Tyt -and hearty  personslity
|proves. that.
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