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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Humanities Research Centre / Freilich Foundation

VISITORS PROGRAM 2008

Guidelines for Applicants

The Humanities Research Centre was established by the Australian National University in 1972 to foster innovative research in the Humanities and provides funds to support both scholars of demonstrated achievement and promising younger scholars to work in the Centre. Applications are particularly welcomed from scholars with interests in one or more of the HRC’s research platforms: Biography and Society, Creativity and Human Rights and Historical Re-enactment and Public Memory. Applications for fellowships to the Freilich Foundation to work in the area of bigotry and tolerance are also welcomed.

Biography and Society This is a continuation of the HRC's theme for 2006, which is more fully described on the Centre's website, http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/ The HRC's newly established Biography Institute, described on the same site, is part of this same Platform.

Conferences under this theme in 2008 include Recovering Lives and Collective Biography.

Creativity and Human Rights This Platform has grown out of a major research project at the HRC which explores the complex links between culture, art, creativity, and human rights. Over the last four years, this project has attracted a range of scholars in the Humanities, Social Sciences, Law, Asian and Pacific Studies and the Creative Arts; several workshops have already been held, as well as an international conference in 2003 and exhibitions on ‘Art and Human Rights’ in 2003, 2005 and 2007.This Research Platform also connects with the programs of the HRC’s Freilich Foundation for Tolerance and Studies of Bigotry; with a new interdisciplinary Human Rights research network being formed at The Australian National University (Cultures of Human Rights Network CHuRN (http://law.anu.edu.au/nissl/about_CHuRN.htm); and with the National Europe Centre’s project, ‘The Cultures of Human Rights’, which explores the theoretical underpinnings of human rights discourse and contemporary  issues such as terrorism. Conferences under this theme in 2008 include The Limits of Being Human and Recovering Lives.

Historical Re-enactment and Public Memory In his well-known lectures on history R.G. Collingwood argued that the task of the historian was to ‘re-enact the past’ in their mind. It is now possible to ‘re-enact’ the past in ways that go well beyond anything that Collingwood might have imagined, but are students of history, literature and culture taking full advantage of these opportunities? What can we learn form re-enacting the past in physical and virtual forms? What are the latest developments in the theory and practice of re-enactment? Several HRC workshops have already been held on this subject, in Canberra, Melbourne, and the United States, involving academics, graduate students, and media specialists, and a number of projects are already under way. The Legal Re-enactment Conference will be held in 2008.

The Freilich Foundation exists for the study of, and research into, the causes, the histories and the effects of ethnic, cultural, religious and sexual bigotry and animosity, and the exploration of how such intolerance can be combated - and co-existence promoted - by educational and social programs. Formally established in July 1999, and part of the Humanities Research Centre of the Australian National University, the Freilich Foundation supports individual research and runs a range of lectures, conferences and seminars. The Foundation also runs a range of activities to support schools, including a biennial summer school. In 2008 the Foundation will be involved with the Recovering Lives conference and the Limits of Being Human conference.
Visiting Fellows are expected to participate in the Centre’s programs, meet regularly with other fellows, make public presentations of their research (Work-in-Progress seminars), and avail themselves of other opportunities for interchange. Visitors must be in residence for at least 75% of their appointment.

2008 Conferences:

The HRC’s program of activities for 2008, which is still in an early stage of preparation, will include conferences on Collective Biography (April); Legal Re-enactment; Recovering Lives (early August); The Limits of Being Human and Rethinking Late Style (late August). Further details will be posted on this website as the program for the year takes shape.

The Centre offers the following:
• Visiting Fellowships (with grant). The standard period of tenure for HRC Visiting Fellowships is twelve weeks.  A small number of Fellowships is also however reserved for applicants wishing to stay at the Centre for periods up to twenty-six weeks.  Applicants for Fellowships of more than twelve weeks' duration must demonstrate their readiness to make an exceptional contribution to one or more of the HRC's Research Platforms (e.g. by playing a major role in conferences, master classes, publications etc.). The grant covers travel and accommodation. The maximum contribution for travel is $2,700 AUD. Accommodation is in a self contained apartment on the university campus. This financial assistance for travel and accommodation expenses is not a salary replacement. No stipend for living allowance is attached to this fellowship. Up to 7-day or more period of absence from accommodation, Visitors must vacate their residence.  

• Visiting Fellowships (with partial grant). These are intended for scholars within Australia and New Zealand who wish to undertake research at the Centre. These grants are to assist with travel expenses.

• Fellows (without grant). Academic staff from The Australian National University, other universities and cultural institutions may apply to use the facilities at the Centre and contribute to its intellectual life during their periods of research leave (e.g. sabbatical). These awards do not provide financial assistance, and are dependent on the availability of office space in the Centre.

• Freilich Foundation Fellowship (with grant). The standard period of tenure for Freilich Visiting Fellowships is twelve weeks. Applicants for Fellowships of more than twelve weeks' duration must demonstrate their readiness to make an exceptional contribution to the Freilich Foundation program (e.g. by playing a major role in conferences, public lectures, teaching, research and publications etc.). The grant covers travel and accommodation. The maximum contribution for travel is $2,700 AUD. Accommodation is in a self contained apartment on the university campus. This financial assistance for travel and accommodation expenses is not a salary replacement. No stipend for living allowance is attached to this fellowship.

Eligibility:

Applicants for fellowships must generally have at least a higher degree or equivalent professional experience, research and publications. Students working to complete a higher degree are not eligible to apply. International applicants are encouraged. Visa documents, if required are responsibility of the applicant.

Assessment Process:

The criteria for assessing nominations include academic distinction demonstrated by the standard measures of level and place of appointment, record of publication, honours and awards, and so on; relevance of the proposed research to the special themes of enquiry in the Centre; potential or identified links with researchers and programs and activities in other parts of the University like the National Europe Centre, the Centre for Cross-Cultural Research or within the new Research School of Humanities, ANU.

Selection of visitors for the 2008 program should be announced in early February, 2007. The Selection Committee comprises senior academic staff at the ANU representative of the Humanities and of the Social Sciences. The Centre strives, in its selection process, to have a mixture of early career scholars as well as more established researchers, and to achieve a gender balance. Whilst many fellowships will be assigned to those whose work is relevant to the Research Platforms, other fellowships are awarded for scholars working in the broad field of Humanities.

Centre facilities:

The Humanities Research Centre administration is located at Old Canberra House (OCH), which is a heritage listed building located in the Acton Peninsula precinct of the Australian National University. Fellows are located in the new W.E.H. Stanner building, behind OCH, which offers excellent office space and facilities with a collegial environment. Our offices are equipped with networked computers (PC's) that provide access to the WWW and email. The HRC also provides infrastructure support and administrative assistance. The HRC has a general reference library and is located within walking distance to the University's social sciences and humanities library holdings.

Further information in relation to the Centre's program, staff and facilities is contained on our Website at the following address: http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/
Application procedures:

1. Application Form:

Applicants should submit a completed application form, together with a CV and list of publications and/or professional activities. The application form, may be downloaded from our Website address http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/grants/2008app_form.doc
2. Project Proposal

Applicants should provide a one to two page description and the title of their planned research project.

3.  Referees Comment:

Applicants need to provide the names of three referees who will support this application. Referees should submit their confidential comments separately to the Humanities Research Centre on the form provided. These comments should reach the HRC no later than Friday 5 January 2007. The referees' comments form may be downloaded from our Website address http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/grants/referees_comment.doc
The deadline for applications and comments is Friday 5 January 2007. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Applications should be sent to:

Director, Professor Ian Donaldson

Humanities Research Centre

Old Canberra House #73

Lennox Crossing

The Australian National University

Canberra, ACT, 0200

Australia

Or faxed to: 

+61 2 6125 1380

Leena Messina, Programs Manager

If you require any further information about your application or this program, please contact our Programs Manager, Ms Leena Messina, telephone: +61 2 6125 4357, facsimile: +61 6125 1380 or e-mail: Leena.Messina@anu.edu.au
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