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The second Using Lives workshop was held on 3-7 September 2007, building – as in February 2006 – on the collaboration of the HRC, the Australian Dictionary of Biography and the History Program, Research School of Social Sciences.  This year the National Museum of Australia, and particularly the NMA’s Centre for Historical Research, joined this team: the workshop was held at the Museum.  Twenty-eight applicants from around Australia were selected to participate in the workshop, presenting projects that encompassed a broad field of biographically-informed enquiry, ranging from prosopographical approaches to work in creative non-fiction.  Discussion was framed by the perspectives offered by eleven speakers, from six universities, the NMA and including Peter Rose, author and editor the Australian Book Review, who reflected on their own practice, whether in research, in curatorial and cultural work, or in writing beyond institutions.  The week was also build around Professor Jill Roe’s Seymour Lecture in Biography at the National Library of Australia.  The vitality of this field of research was evident throughout the week, and has been maintained in active discussions among participants.  Perhaps the three most striking features of discussion were the extent of methodological innovation among participants, the careful attention being given to the impact it was hoped work might achieve, and the exploration of creative non-fiction as a way of pursuing new opportunities for research in academic contexts. 
