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Using lives: 
a postgraduate workshop in biography

3-7 September 2007
Program
Are you working on a thesis that is biographical in theme or approach, or draws upon biographical methods?  If so, this workshop is for you.

The ANU’s Australian Dictionary of Biography, the History Program, RSSS and the Humanities Research Centre in the Research School of Humanities, are joining with the National Museum of Australia to convene the second ‘Using Lives’ postgraduate workshop, to be held in Canberra on 3-7 September 2007.  As biography and ‘life writing’ figure increasingly prominently in humanities and social science research, and as biography expands its popularity, adapting creatively to new technologies and opportunities in presenting research, this workshop will provide a forum in which postgraduate students from around Australia can discuss aspects of the ‘biographical turn’ as it relates to their work.  We will

i) generate reflection and debate on issues of biographical enquiry;

ii) enable students to develop networks to assist in their research and professional development;

iii) explore opportunities for the presentation of biographically-informed work
The workshop will consist of two main elements: morning sessions: led by experts in areas related to these overall objectives, and evaluating new directions and opportunities in biographical enquiry; afternoon sessions: in which students will present their own research for discussion.  The workshop is also integrated with the Seymour Lecture in Biography at the National Library of Australia, this year to be given by Emeritus Professor Jill Roe.  Speakers will include: Desley Deacon, Ian Donaldson, Catriona Elder, Matthew Higgins, Di Langmore, Mark McKenna, Paul Pickering, Amanda Reynolds, Peter Rose, Robert Ross, Marion Stell and Peter Thorley.  

Successful applicants will have their accommodation provided if traveling to Canberra but must arrange for their own transport.

Applications should take the form of a summary of your research and the stage your are at in preparing your thesis, and an endorsement from your head of department.  These applications should be sent by 26 May 2007 to:  Nicholas Brown, History Program, Research School and Social Sciences, Australian National University, ANU, ACT, 0200; or to Nicholas.brown@anu.edu.au.  For further information, contact Nicholas at this email address or on 02 6125 3052.  

Location

‘Using Lives’ will be held at the National Museum of Australia, Canberra.  
