


    2005 HRC Seymour Lecture in Biography

Dr Brenda Niall

‘Walking Upon Ashes’: the Footsteps of a Modern Biographer
Public Lecture - All Welcome

Dr Brenda Niall will deliver the 2005 HRC Seymour Lecture on Tuesday 22 November at 3pm in the Ira Raymond Room of the Barr Smith Library.  The title of the lecture is "‘Walking Upon Ashes’: the Footsteps of a Modern Biographer." 
Brenda Niall is a distinguished Australian author, and has won many of Australia’s most prestigious literary awards.  In June 2004 she became one of the few writers to be awarded the Order of Australia, honoured for ‘services to Australian literature, as an academic, biographer and literary critic’. 

Brenda Niall’s most recent two books are:

· Judy Cassab: a portrait (2005), the story of the celebrated Sydney artist, Judy Cassab (and only female winner of the Archibald Prize)..  The biography is based on Judy Cassab’s 60 years of diaries plus many interviews.  In the Age newspaper Cameron Woodhead wrote Niall does a wonderful job bringing her vivacious, complex subject to life.  Parts of her book are so skilfully told, they almost seem animated by the spirit of fiction ….  as a portrait of the artist it's about as intelligent, dramatic and entertaining as you could hope for.
· The Boyds: a Family Biography, (2002), which traces the famous family of artists over five generations.  The Boyds won the Victorian Premier’s Prize for the best work of non-fiction in its year, and the Queensland Premier’s Prize.  Of this volume, Michael Shmith in the Australian Book Review wrote Its scholarship lies in its research, interpretation and, finally, its absolutely clear readability, where opinions are neither gratuitous nor ambitious but essential to overall enlightenment.  With Niall as guide, the Boyds, past, present and future, could not have had a better biographer.
Other books include: The Oxford Book of Australian Letters, co-edited with John Thompson (1999), The Oxford Book of Australian Schooldays co-edited with Ian Britain (1997), Georgiana McCrae (1995), Martin Boyd: a Life (1989), Australia Through the Looking-Glass: Children’s Fiction 1830-1980 (1984), Seven Little Billabongs: the World of Ethel Turner and Mary Grant Bruce (1979) 

A graduate of the University of Melbourne, the Australian National University, and Monash University, Brenda Niall has had a distinguished academic career, most recently as Reader in the English Department at Monash University.  She is a fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities, and has held visiting appointments at the University of Michigan, Yale University and the Humanities Research Centre of the Australian National University.  In October this year, she was awarded an honorary Dlitt by Monash University.  Having retired from Monash University, she is a fulltime writer, with book reviews appearing regularly in the Melbourne Age and other newspapers and journals.

Dr Niall will give this Inaugural Seymour Lecture, sponsored by the HRC’s Biography Institute, ANU, at the National Library in Canberra, the University of Western Australia, and the University of Adelaide.  The HRC Seymour Lecture Series is supported by a bequest to the Biography Institute from Dr John Seymour and his wife Dr Heather Munro, AO. The websites of the Biography Institute of the Humanities Research Centre at ANU are at:

http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc and http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/BIOGINST/index.php
Of this forthcoming lecture, Brenda Niall writes: “The title comes from Samuel Johnson, as he contemplates the difficulties of writing the life of Addison, whose lifetime, very briefly, touched Johnson’s own.‘As the process of writing these narratives [The Lives of the Poets] is now bringing me among my contemporaries, I begin to feel myself walking upon ashes under which the fire is not extinguished, and coming to the time of which it will be proper rather to say nothing that is false rather than everything that is true.’ This paper will discuss the ways in which a modern biographer, working close to her own time, must try to resolve the problems Johnson discerned.”
Numbers are limited and RSVP is essential.

Please RSVP to Dr Heather Kerr no later than Friday 18 November to

heather.kerr@adelaide.edu.au
