
P U B L I C  I N T E R E S T  F A C T O R S  
Remission of Fees – based on the OAIC guidelines PART 4 (4.55) 

 
 
Public Debate - the document(s) relate to a matter of public debate or policy 
issue under discussion within the ANU and disclosure of the document(s) would 
assist public comment or participation in the debate/discussion.  
 
 
Agency Decision - the document(s) relate to an ANU decision that has been a 
topic of public interest or discussion and release of the document would better 
inform the public on how or why the decision was made.  
 
 
Published Research - the document(s) is to be used by a researcher in research 
that is to be widely published or that complements research being undertaken in 
an agency or elsewhere in the research community.  
 
 
Parliamentary submissions - the document(s) is to be used by a community or 
non-profit organisation in preparing a submission to a parliamentary or 
government inquiry. Examples include, law reform, social justice, civil liberties, 
environmental protection issues etc.  
 
 
Member of Parliament - the document(s) is to be used by a Member of 
Parliament in a parliamentary or public debate on an issue of public interest or 
general interest in the member's electorate.  
 
 
Journalist - the document(s) is to be used by a journalist preparing a story for 
publication that is likely to be of general public interest (different to gossip)  
 
 
NOTE: Public Interest is a large concept and whilst these are the main factors considered they 
are not necessarily the only factors considered.  If you believe your request falls within Public 
Interest but does not fit into one of these categories provide a statement indicating how and 
why you believe your request falls within the scope of Public Interest. 
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