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Name of Statute and commencement 

1.(1) This Statute is the Membership of the Council Statute 2008. 

(2) This Statute commences on the day after it is registered. 

Interpretation 

2. In this Statute, unless the contrary intention appears: 
Act means the Australian National University Act 1991; 
returning officer  includes deputy returning officer. 

Method of election of members of Council  

3. (1) The Rules may provide for the method of election of the members of the Council 
referred to in paragraphs 10(1) (k) to (n) (inclusive) of the Act.  

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Statute or the Rules, the Rules may 
provide for the election of members of the Council wholly or partially by electronic means, 
including by use of computers or the internet. 

Tenure of office  

4. Except as provided by the Rules, a member of the Council referred to in paragraphs 
10(1) (k) to (n) of the Act holds office for a period of 2 years. 

Retirement in rotation  

5.(1) The Rules may provide for the retirement in rotation of members of the Council of a 
particular class.  

[NOTE: It is intended that, where possible, members’ terms of office should overlap.] 
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(2) The Rules may provide for a maximum period during which a member may hold 
office. 

Members of academic staff  

6. The Rules may specify the persons who are to be regarded, for the purposes of 
section 10 of the Act, as members of the academic staff of the Institute of Advanced Studies 
and of the academic staff of The Faculties respectively.  

Preferential voting  

7. An election referred to in section 3, other than an election of a member of the 
Council referred to in paragraph 10(1) (k), (o) and (p) of the Act, must be conducted by a 
method of preferential voting.  

Returning officer  

8.(1) An election to which section 7 applies must be conducted by the Vice-Chancellor, or 
his or her nominee, who is to be the returning officer for the election.  

(2) The Vice-Chancellor may appoint a deputy returning officer for the election to assist 
the returning officer in the carrying out of his or her functions. 

Secret ballot  

9. The election referred to in section 3, other than the election of the member of the 
Council referred to in paragraph 10(1) (k), (o) or (p) of the Act, must be by secret ballot.  

Voting papers  

10.(1) If the Rules make provision for the sending of a notice or voting paper by the 
returning officer to a member of the academic or general staff of the University, the returning 
officer may send the notice or voting paper: 
 (a) by messenger to a place within the University that seems appropriate to the 

returning officer; or 
 (b) by post to an address which seems appropriate to the returning officer; or 
 (c) by electronic means to an email or internet address which seems appropriate 

to the returning officer. 

(2) However, if a person entitled to vote at an election held under this Statute applies to 
the returning officer personally for a voting paper at a time after voting papers have been 
sent in relation to the election, and before the close of the poll, the returning officer may 
deliver a voting paper to the person personally or by electronic means to the person’s email 
or internet address.  

Resignation  

11. A member of the Council appointed or elected under paragraphs 10(1) (k) to (q) of 
the Act may resign his or her office by notice in writing to the Council given to the Chancellor. 
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