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With an ageing population and the rising prevalence of chronic and multiple illnesses, the
Commonwealth Government needs to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of Australia's
health care system. Primary health care provides the first point of contact for patients and

is touted as the cornerstone of a more effective health system, but it is undermined by
fragmented services. Frontline clinicians need be able to provide comprehensive, coordinated
and personalised care to patients, particularly those with multiple serious illnesses such as
cancer, diabetes and depression. Join Dr Stange as he looks at the challenges facing the
primary care system in the United States that could inform the Australian health community
as it grapples with a major reform process. The lecture is based on a series of editorials that
will appear in the international journal Annals of Family Medicine, focusing particularly on
understanding and organising health as a science of connectedness.

Dr Stange is a family physician, scholar, an award-winning clinical researcher and Professor of
Family Medicine, Epidemiology & Biostatistics, Oncology and Sociology at Case Western Reserve
University. He holds a clinical research professorship for the American Cancer Society (2007-
2012) and has held the Gertrude Donnelly Hess Professor of Oncology Research since 2002. He
has also been editor of the Annals of Family Medicine since 2002.

Please note there is limited availability of parking at ANU and guests should consider alternative forms of transport or allow sufficient time to find
appropriate parking. To join the ANU Public Lectures mailing list or to listen to selected podcasts, visit www.anu.edu.au/publiclectures
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