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Abstract

Citizenship is a theme that has been repeatedly revisited. The history of citizenship indicates that change in social
conditions have fundamentally impacted on defining who citizens are, their rights and duties. However, through all these
discourses - Greek, Roman, medieval or modern citizenship has been essentially bounded. The central concern of my
paper is to grapple with citizenship in the age of globalisation. Globalisation is an undisputable reality of contemporary
world. One increasingly tends to hear about an interlinking world moving towards a global village. Indeed at one level
space and time concepts have been all but redefined in the light of the increased level of quick communication. Does this
mean that globalisation will render borders meaningless? | would argue that the world continues to be a ‘bordered
world’ where globalisation means an increase in interaction between states and movement of goods, services and people
and no state can live in ‘splendid isolation’. By focusing on two European countries — UK and Germany and on Australia |
argue that while globalisation profoundly effects states, admitting new members either on a permanent or temporary
basis continues to be essentially guided by the perception of the ‘national’ and is decided by states.
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