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The European Union launched the Lisbon Agenda in 2000 with the objective of making the European Union ‘the most
competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy by 2010, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and
better jobs, greater social cohesion and respect for the environment' (Lisbon European Council, 2000). EU economic reform
was seen as crucial for confronting the challenge of globalization and specifically the major competitive threat posed by
China. However, reform progress towards the Lisbon goals was slow and consequently in 2005 it was revised and amended
so as to focus on the key priorities of jobs and growth.

Not surprisingly, the success of Europe's responses to global economic challenges is most effective when EU policies are
paired with effective action at the national level. Hence, national compliance with EU targets is crucial for the success of
the Lisbon Agenda. Dr Gwiazda will firstly examine the main strategies employed by the EU to meet its Lisbon targets, and
specifically the policies developed following the 2005 revisions and, secondly, focus on the role of political actors in
complying with EU policy by examining two cases: Italy and Poland.

Dr Anna Gwiazda is a Research Fellow at the Dublin European Institute, UCD School of Politics and International Relations,
University College Dublin, Ireland. She received her PhD in Political Science from Trinity College Dublin in 2005. She was
Marie Curie Fellow at the Sussex European Institute, UK, and EUSSIRF Visiting Scholar at the European University
Institute, Italy. She is currently a Visiting Fellow at the National Europe Centre, ANU. Her main areas of research include
Europeanization and European integration as well as comparative European politics. She has published in the field of EU
studies.
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