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Since the Stockholm (1972) and Rio (1992) Conferences, numerous treaties, 
intergovernmental institutions, international financial instruments and a range of 
other international processes have been aimed at managing trans-boundary 
environmental issues. In spite, or because of, the above mentioned development, there 
is a feeling of frustration related to the perceived ineffectiveness of environmental 
governance. Is it therefore possible to pave the way to a more coherent and efficient 
environmental governance inside and outside the UN?  
 
Lucien Chabason, Senior Adviser at the Institut de Développement Durable et des Relations 
Internationales - Paris and President of the Blue Plan for the Mediterranean was Division Head for 
Land and Landscape Planning in the Ministry of Environment (1978-1984) and the Director of the 
Research Division (1984-1988). Between 1988 and 1990, Lucien Chabason was Director of the Office 
of the Minister of Environment and in charge of the preparation of the Green Plan for France. He was 
Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP) in Athens between 1994 and 2003.  
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