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GET SMART!
GREEN MANUFACTURING IS HERE.

One of AEEMA'’s key policy imperatives is a commitment to
‘cleaner, greener, smarter’ Australian manufacturing.

Therefore AEEMA recognises the significant role its members
can play in achieving environmental outcomes. AEEMA has
agreed to work to achieve sound greenhouse and ozone policies;
and to develop realistic environmental product stewardship
outcomes.

continued page 2
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In Sydney last week, Greg Bourne, Chief Executive of World
Wildlife Fund Australia (and former Regional Vice President of
BP), addressed a leadership audience about the challenges
of climate change.

Mr Bourne said that rather than fearing the changes needed,
we could think of them as a new industrial revolution. “The
changes required in our economy are likely to be stimulatory
in nature. Of course there will be some winners and losers...
but the future belongs to the progressive companies that go
and get it!”

The past week has also seen the successful completion of a
travelling seminar that addressed the issue of environmental
regulation — the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
(WEEE) and the Restriction of Hazardous Substances
(RoHS) directives — in the European Union (EU) member
states. This program (sponsored by the EU Commission,
Austrade and the Department of Environment and Heritage)
visited AEEMA audiences in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide
(the Department of Trade and Economic Development in SA
was an additional sponsor in Adelaide).

Organised jointly by the Australian Institute of Exporting, the
European Australian Business Council, the National Europe
Centre of the ANU and AEEMA, the seminar enabled two
visiting EU specialists, Mr Ortwin Meeuws and Ms Magdalena
Weglarz, to brief members about the detailed impact of these
environmental directives on companies producing and/or
supplying electrical and electronic products to the 25 member
states of the European Union.

Government officials of both Australia and the European
Union participated in the seminar series and in a separate
briefing session in Canberra (which indicates the interest
being expressed by government in this area of environmental
regulation, particularly as it relates to the potential for impact
on trade between the two regions). The presence of the
Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union,
HE Bruno Julien, was particularly appreciated.

Whilst the challenges of compliance may appear daunting,
there is no doubt that the member states of the EU are
committed to a sustainable development agenda (which of
course embraces a wide range of issues including the impacts
of climate change, the need for recycling, and the removal of
hazardous substances, energy efficiency, ecodesign of
products etc). Again, it is clear that those companies that
make the necessary changes to their manufacturing
processes NOW are the ones that will be winners.

Follow up technical seminars on the WEEE and RoHS
directives are being organised by RoHS and WEEE
Specialists (NZ) Ltd in association with AEEMA in Sydney,
Melbourne and Adelaide within the next few weeks and
interested companies are encouraged to register their key
technical staff at www.raws.co.nz

Next year, AEEMA intends to pursue the ‘green
manufacturing’ agenda with governments at both national and
state level, encouraging Australian industry groups to move
quickly to form a ‘green manufacturing alliance’ along the
lines already adopted in other countries such as Hong Kong.




Our manufacturing industry involves a whole range of
componentry (e.g. printing, packaging, plastics etc) and
‘players’ beyond electronics and electrical equipment —
sustainable development is a shared responsibility and can be
more adequately addressed by collaborative effort,
spearheaded by progressive companies and forward looking
industry associations.

Angus M Robinson
Chief Executive

Visit www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=565 to view
Mr Greg Bourne’s address and WEEE/ROHS seminar
presentations.

NEW AEEMA BOARD

At the AEEMA Annual General Meeting held in Sydney on 17th
November 2005, the following representatives were elected as
Directors of AEEMA for 2005/2006:

President: Mr Christopher Janssen , GPC Electronics

Vice President: Kim Craig , Allen Fluorescent Lighting Pty Ltd
Vice President: Robert B Crabbe , Soanar Pty Ltd

Hon Treasurer: Lloyd Thomas , NHP Electrical Engineering
Products Pty Ltd

Directors representing Electrical Division: Paul Atkinson ,
Prysmian Cables & Systems and Alan Balla, Tyree
Transformers Australia Pty Ltd

Directors representing Electronics Division: James Schwarz ,
HPM Industries and Keith Anderson , Adilam Electronics
Directors representing the ICT Division: Paul Lazarou
representing Siemens Ltd and Brian Murphy representing
Fujitsu Australia

Immediate Past President Erik Scholz , Clipsal Australia and
Angus M Robinson, Chief Executive continue as non-elected
members of the Board.

AEEMA President Christopher Janssen paid tribute to retiring
Director Peter Cockbain who had served as a Director on various
AEEMA boards over the past eight years.

Peter has been an active member of the AEEMA membership
committee and has made a significant contribution to the technical
and regulatory work of the organisation. It is noted with
considerable delight that Peter commences his term as President
of the Engineers Australia (Australia’s principal engineering
professional society) on 1 December 2005 and AEEMA wishes
him every success in this important national role.
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LAST CHANCE TO GO GO VEGAS!
5-8 JANUARY 2006

There’s still time to register as an AEEMA Allied Association
Delegate at the International Consumer Electronics Show
(CES) in Las Vegas. With more than 2,500 exhibitors and
140,000 attendees, CES is the world’'s greatest technology
showcase. No other show provides the full range of
consumer electronics from around the world, or gives you the
competitive advantage of seeing the very latest technologies.

AEEMA, the U.S. Commercial Service — Australia and
Austrade have joined forces to organise the CES Australia
Delegation. Take part and you'll receive:

Complimentary CES Registration

Exclusive tour of CES 2006 by the show organiser

Two free passes to individual conference sessions
Invitation to the international cocktail reception

Invitation to seminar on industry trends

Pre-show and on-site assistance from the U.S.
Commercial Service and Austrade

Access to the international commerce centres with
Internet, refreshments and private meeting rooms

This is your last chance to register, as spaces are limited. To
register contact Michelle Wehlau at mwehlau@aeema.asn.au,
phone Angus M Robinson at (02) 6247 4655 or visit:
www.aeema.asn.au/ArticleDocuments/79/Australia%20Deleg
ation%20to%20CES2006%20flyerA.pdf.

AEEMA EXCELLENCE AWARDS:
SPONSORSHIP IN 2006

AEEMA is very pleased to announce that Art of Multimedia
has again been contracted to organise the biennial AEEMA
Excellence Awards event in Melbourne on Wednesday 18
October 2006 . The awards gala dinner will be a key activity
associated with the Manufacturing Technology InFocus
Exhibition (Austronics, Electrix and Automate).

Exciting new award categories have been created for the
awards event. These include:

Outstanding  Achievement in  Australian  Electrical
Manufacturing
Best New Product in Electronics/Hardware
Best New Product in ICT/Software
Excellence in Exporting (including New Exporters)
Cleaner, Greener, Smarter Excellence Award
Excellence in Innovation and Commercialisation of R&D
Excellence in Smart Manufacturing
Excellence in Commitment to Skills and Education
Excellence in Technology Reporting by Media
Excellence in Individual Commitment to Industry
Development

The new awards program offers outstanding opportunities for
sponsors, and any company interested in participating is
invited to contact Beata Kade, Event Director on
(02) 9209 4309 or beata@artofmultimedia.com.au to receive
a copy of the sponsorship prospectus.




STANDARDS OPPORTUNITIES FOR
AEEMA MEMBERS ONLY

AEEMA currently holds 290 positions on Standards Australia
committees. These positions are exclusively for AEEMA
members and cover the three divisions of AEEMA: Electrical,
Electronics and ICT Australia®.

Standards committees with positions currently awaiting
nomination from the AEEMA membership include:

EL-027 Power Electronics

EL-031 Intruder Alarm Equipment and Installation
EL-034 Power Quality

EL-035 Power Capacitators

EL-037 Special Wiring Systems

If your company would like to nominate for one or more of the
above positions or if you would like more information, contact
Cherie Russell, AEEMA, tel (02) 6247 4655, e-mall
crussell@aeema.asn.au
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INQUIRY INTO WASTE AND
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY

The Productivity Commission has announced an inquiry into
waste and resource efficiency. The inquiry will examine the
current policy framework and cover issues associated with
solid waste, including municipal waste (such as household
collections, electrical and consumer items), commercial and
industrial waste, and construction and demolition wastes.

AEEMA will be making a submission and welcomes members’
feedback. See www.pc.gov.au for more information and a
copy of the terms of reference.




INFORMATION ECONOMY
CHRISTMAS PARTY

AEEMA invites you to celebrate the holiday season and end
of the year!

Come to the AEEMA/Information Economy Christmas Party in
Sydney or Melbourne.

Enjoy this fantastic networking opportunity to meet new and
old friends, colleagues and business associates from AEEMA
and its partner forums as well as from other industry
associations.

Sydney
Date: Tuesday 6th December, 2005, 5.30-8.00pm
Venue: The Sofitel Wentworth Hotel, 61 Phillip Street
Cost: $50 (including GST)

Finger food and drinks are provided
Melbourne
Date: Tuesday 13th December, 2005, 5.30-8.00pm
Venue: Kaleido Restaurant & Bar, Melbourne Central
Cost: $50 (including GST)

Finger food and drinks are provided

To register for the Xmas Party, visit AEEMA’s website:
www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=79
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LIGHTING COUNCIL AUSTRALIA
HOSTS CHINESE DELEGATION

Lighting Council Australia recently hosted a visit from the
China Association of Lighting Industry (CALI), the peak
industry body for lighting in China.

On 10 November, Lighting Council met with CALI and the
Australian Greenhouse Office (AGO) in Sydney where
discussions centred on standards regimes in both countries
and the current initiative led by the AGO to develop an
international harmonised standard for compact fluorescent
luminaries (CFL).

A small ceremony to mark the recent signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) between Lighting
Council and CALI was also held. The meeting delegates also
discussed a joint AGO/Lighting Council/CALI event in Europe
next April to further develop the CFL initiative.

For further information contact Bryan Douglas, AEEMA, on
tel (02) 6247 4655 or email bdouglas@aeema.asn.au

Lighting Council Australia meets with CALI delegation in Sydney. The two
peak lighting organisations had earlier signed an MOU.

FEDERATION OF ASIAN
ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS’
ASSOCIATIONS

AEEMA participated in a meeting in Tokyo on 16 November at
which the Federation of Asian Electrical Manufacturers’
Associations (FAEMA) was formed.

The focus of the Federation is electrical capital equipment.
Foundation members are peak associations from Japan,
China, Korea, Taiwan, India and Australia. The purpose of
the Federation is to promote trade between Asian economies
in the electrical industry for the benefit of members of the
respective associations.

For further information contact Bryan Douglas, AEEMA, on
tel (02) 6247 4655 or email bdouglas@aeema.asn.au
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GREEN REGULATION: EU
EXPERTS SHED VALUABLE LIGHT

AEEMA, together with the Australian Institute of Export, the
European Australian Business Council and the National
Europe Centre, held a very successful series of breakfast and
technical sessions on the European WEEE and ROHS
directives in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide last week.

Audiences heard from two EU experts — Magdalena Weglarz,
Legal Expert for the Ministry for European Integration, Poland,
Member of WEEE - RoHS Technical Adaptation Committee
(TAC) and Ortwin Meeuws, Policy Advisor, OVAM, Belgium
Member of WEEE - RoHS TAC.

Both presenters shared a range of valuable insights into the
complexity of the regulatons and how Australian
organisations would be affected.

The speakers fielded many excellent questions from eager-to-
learn audiences.

AEEMA President Christopher Janssen welcomed attendees
in Sydney, and His Excellency Mr Bruno Julien Ambassador
and Head of Delegation European Commission to Australia
and New Zealand, gave the welcome in Melbourne.

AEEMA would once again like to thank the sponsors: the
European Commission, Austrade and the Department of
Environment and Heritage, as well as the South Australian
Department of Trade and Economic Development.

The presentations are now available on the AEEMA web site
at http://www.aeema.asn.au/default.aspx?Article|D=78.

Pictured (left to right) are Don Kenyon AM, National Europe Centre;
Magdalena Weglarz, EU expert/presenter; Ortwin Meeuws, EU
expert/presenter; and Lesley Matthews, European Australian Business
Council.




FOLLOW-UP WEEE / RoHS
TECHNICAL TRAINING

Following on from the successful EU expert seminar series
last week, AEEMA is delighted to support two-day RoHS and
WEEE technical training workshops in Sydney on 29-30
November and Melbourne on 1-2 December, and a one-day
technical training session in Adelaide on Monday 28
November .

The training will save many hours nutting out internal
infrastructure for compliance with change control issues, what
constitutes a ‘reasonable steps defence’ and what systems
need to be put in place to underpin this reasonable steps
defence. Of particular value is the representative ROHS
project plan.

Minimum advised requirements for WEEE for manufacturers
going through a distributor are that products are marked in
accordance with En50419, and that you provide the required
‘information for users’ for the markets that require this in the
instruction manual.

It is also advisable to modify distribution agreements to make
it very clear as to who holds the legal financial obligations for
WEEE: many of these can be moved between the distributor
and manufacturer in the distribution agreement.

Speakers will be Harvey Stone, Managing Director, Goodbye
Chain Group (US) and Roland Sommer, Managing Director,
RoHS & WEEE Specialists (NZ) Ltd.

AEEMA has arranged with seminar organiser RoHS & WEEE
Specialists (NZ) Ltd that AEEMA members will enjoy an
excellent discount off the cost of attending. If you haven't
already, register at www.raws.co.nz immediately.

6th NATIONAL TELEMATICS
CLUSTER EVENT

AEEMA, in liaison with ITS Australia, will present Telematics:
Meeting the Commercial Challenges on Thursday 24
November from 9.45-11.45am in Melbourne.

This exclusive event will inform stakeholders on the positive
status of the 'gold star' project between Taiwan and Australia
under the ICT Framework Agreement. Minister Hayermeyer,
Minister for Manufacturing and Export, Financial Services and
Small Business for the State of Victoria will open the event.
To register: www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=565

TECHNOLOGY FUTURES 2006:
MARK YOUR DIARIES!

AEEMA and EIA are pleased to confirm that Technology
Futures 2006, the national electronics industry conference,
will be held on Thursday and Friday 25 and 26 May 2006 in
Melbourne.

Watch out for exciting announcements relating to the event:
coming soon! For more information contact Jennifer Liston,
AEEMA, tel (08) 8172 1410, e-mail jliston@aeema.asn.au.




ASIA PACIFIC
SMART CARD FORUM

The Asia Pacific Smart Card Forum will host Smartcard
Based ldentity Management: An Australian Context in Sydney
on 7 December 2005 .

A wide range of specialised speakers will cover key issues in
this crucial area, including:

What is a Smart Card?

Authentication and Smart Cards

The role of Smart Cards in ID

The chain of trust

Supporting infrastructure (Smart Cards and PKI, PIN and
biometrics)

The current threat and risk analysis
Consumer and policy issues

Physical access and physical card security
The current threat

Smart Cards and ID fraud

Date: Wednesday 7 December 2005
Time: 7.30am - 2.00pm
Venue: The Grace Hotel, 77 York Street, Sydney

Register: www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=79

The cost is $70 for AEEMA members, $90 for non-members
(GST included). Breakfast, morning tea and lunch will be
provided.
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PHOTONICS PROJECT NEARS
COMPLETION

Workshops in Sydney, Melbourne & Adelaide

The Electronics Industry Action Agenda has recognised that
photonics, as part of the electronics industry, underpins many
key sectors including defence, automotive,
telecommunications, and information technology and may
have future roles to play in the biotechnology and energy
sectors. As such, photonics plays an important role in
underpinning Australia's future economic growth.

Last year, Ausindustry (DITR) committed $80k to AEEMA's
Australian Photonics Forum (Chaired by the Hon Tony Staley)
to complete a Photonics Roadmapping project. This project
follows on from another key industry overview report which
was carried out by AEEMA in 2001 (viewable at
www.aeema.asn.au/default.aspx?FolderID=236&ArticleID=33
0 and click on 'Photonics Industry Overview' link).

Project manager Dr Eric Heyde is finalising the draft photonics
technology roadmap report, which has been prepared after
extensive industry consultation and interviews. It will be
presented at workshops in Adelaide on 23 November,
Melbourne on 25 November and Sydney on 29 November .

For more information contact Jennifer Liston, AEEMA, on
tel (08) 8172 1410, e-mail jliston@aeema.asn.au.




SKA CLUSTER EVENT

AEEMA is proud to support The SKA Cluster Initiative —
Australian Industry Capability and Project Opportunities on
Monday 5 December 2005 in Sydney.

Presented by CSIRO’s Australia Telescope National Facility
(ATNF), this event will provide an overview of cluster project
aims, Australian and SKA related R&D, the international SKA
project and links to the Electronics Industry Action Agenda,
plus much more.

There is no charge for this event, but registrations are
essential. Contact Lyn Gibson, Global Innovation Centre, by
Wednesday 23 November on tel (07) 3831 1636 or email:
lgibson@aglobalinnovation.com.au

...AND KEEP UPDATED
ON SKA NEWS

The Australian SKA Planning Office publishes a regular
newsletter which can be downloaded from
www.atnf.csiro.au/news/index.html?action=showitem&news_i
d=1783. The latest issue contains updates on NTD, SKAMP,
New Zealand, industry collaboration and Western Australian
activities.
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WIRELESS AUSTRALIA 2006

AEEMA is delighted to once again support Australia’s largest
WLAN/Wi-Fi/ WIMAX event for business from 28 Feb-1
March 2006 at the Sydney Convention Centre.

Conference organisers have handpicked some of the
industry’s senior thought leaders to update participants on the
latest trends and developments. AEEMA'’s Chief Executive,
Angus M Robinson, will again chair the opening session.

The summit takes a high-level, strategic look at the ways that
wireless technology is used in business.

Presentations are given by CIOs and IT/network managers
responsible for managing WLANs and mobile workforces, as
well as telcos, service providers, integrators, hotspot
operators, financiers and those developing market leading
technology.

The summit will include several enterprise case studies, and
panel discussions. Visit www.acevents.com.au/wireless2006.
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Views expressed in the AEEMA E-Bulletin do not necessarily reflect the opinion of AEEMA.
Not all third-party events included in the Noticeboard section are endorsed by AEEMA. No
responsibility is accepted by AEEMA or the editor for the accuracy of information contained in
the newsletter or the consequences of any person relying upon such information.

Editorial submissions to editor@aeema.asn.au




ASEAN-AUSTRALIA-NZ FTA
NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE...

The fifth round of negotiations on the ASEAN-Australia-New
Zealand FTA was held in Canberra from 26-28 October 2005.

More than 110 delegates attended from the 10 ASEAN
countries, as well as delegates from Australia and New
Zealand.

More issues moved to the substantive negotiating phase and
detailed work plans were established to guide the next 12
months of the negotiations.

The negotiations took place in working group meetings on
goods, rules of origin, services, investment, legal and
institutional issues and economic cooperation. Other trade-
related issues were also discussed by lead negotiators,
including intellectual property and competition policy.

The next negotiating round will be held from 4-7 April 2006 in
New Zealand.

AS DO AUSTRALIA-CHINA FTA
DISCUSSIONS

The third negotiating meeting on the Australia-China Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) was held in Beijing from 2-4
November 2005.

Discussion is continuing on how specific areas of interest
might be dealt with in an FTA. Australia made presentations
on how an FTA might cover rules of origin for trade in goods,
customs procedures, government procurement, services,
investment, competition policy, intellectual property rights, and
dispute settlement. China explained how its other FTAs with
Hong Kong and the members of ASEAN work. China advised
that it was about to sign an FTA with Chile, the details of
which will be of interest.

The next negotiating meeting is tentatively scheduled to take
place in February/March 2006 in Canberra.

The Australian Government is interested to hear about
industry's dealings in the Chinese market. To submit
information about the sorts of barriers and problems —large or
small — associated with trade and investment in the Chinese
market, please contact the China FTA Task Force at
chinafta@dfat.gov.au

For information on Australia’'s existing FTAs visit
www.fta.gov.au




BE BRIEFED ON INDIAN
OPPORTUNITIES

AEEMA members are invited to join Asialink for the second in
the important Asialink Ambassadors' Series for a luncheon
focusing on India. In Melbourne on Wednesday 23
November , India's High Commissioner to Australia, HE Mr
Prabhat Shukla, will address a special Asialink event on
India's Two Decades of Developments, Achievements and
Challenges. Tickets are $90 each; to register visit:
www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au/cpp/events/India_Registration.p
df.

Meanwhile, the Hon Bob Carr, former Premier of New South
Wales will be guest speaker at a Demystifying India breakfast
on Wednesday 23 November in Sydney. Today is your last
day to register, by visiting:
www.dfat.gov.au/sydney/demistifying_india.pdf

ARAB HEALTH 2006

Austrade will host a trade mission of Australian health and
medical companies to coincide with Arab Health 2006 from
22-25 January 2006 .

Arab Health is the business destination of choice for the
Middle East's high-growth healthcare industry, the size of
which is estimated to be over US$81.4bn per year. Arab
Health attracted more than 28,000 industry professionals in
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2005. For more information on the 2006 exhibition and
congress, visit: www.arabhealthonline.com

Expressions of interest in the trade mission can be registered
with Janelle Casey, Austrade Brisbane on tel (07) 3364 7704
or email janelle.casey@austrade.gov.au.

DON'T MISS OUT ON AN EMDG!

Three reasons to consider applying for an Export Market
Development Grant (EMDG):

(1) Extra funding - the Australian Government has boosted
funding for the EMDG scheme to $170.4 million for 2005-06,
meaning more businesses can now benefit from EMDG
assistance.

(2) Higher initial payments — the initial payment ceiling has
been lifted from $50,000 to $70,000 for the 2004-05 grant
year, meaning that recipients entitled to a grant of $70,000 or
less will receive their full entittement in one payment.

(3) More help - Austrade is now running small group
coaching sessions and one-on-one consultations in capital
cities and regional areas Australia-wide to help businesses
get EMDG-ready and maximise their grant entitlements.

Applications for 2004-05 EMDGs must be received by
Austrade by 30 November . Find out more about EMDG at
www.austrade.gov.au/emdd.




HONG KONG TRADE SHOWS 2006

Asian Elenex 2006, Asian Building Technologies 2006 and
Asian Securitex 2006 are three of the most important trade
events for the building technology, lighting, electrical and
security sectors in Asia.

The three events will be held as a combined trade exhibition
at the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre from 7-9
June 2006 .

Austrade Hong Kong is organising an Australian national
pavilion to showcase Australian capability in these key growth
sectors, and AEEMA members are invited to participate.

Hong Kong has one of the world’s most dynamic building
industries, yet it is almost entirely dependent on imports of
building and construction materials and technologies, lighting
equipment, and security and access control systems.

With its absence of trade barriers and tariffs, stable currency,
a high level of demand for building and construction products,
Hong Kong not only represents an important market in its own
right, but also acts as a springboard into China, Macau and
the greater region.

Austrade is now recruiting Australian exporters to participate
in the Australian National Stand. Please contact Emesa
Yeung, Business Development Manager in Austrade’s Hong
Kong office, on tel: (852) 2588 5310; fax: (852) 2827 4145 or
email: emesa.yeung@austrade.gov.au.
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SEISMIC SHIFT IN THE ICT
INDUSTRY PREDICTED

Gartner’'s VP and research fellow, Bob Hayward forecasted "a seismic
shift in the focus of the IT industry" at Gartner's annual Symposium/ITxpo
in Sydney last week.

According to Computer Daily News, Hayward predicts that the growing
integration of technology into every aspect of life — home, office, home
office, family, car and recreation — will profoundly affect business
technology over the next decade. He believes the control of technology
will move from corporations to individuals, creating an entirely new
consumer to business (C2B) marketplace.

"Asia Pacific is leading the way,” Hayward says. "New innovations in
technology will be increasingly dominated by the needs and demands of
consumers and enterprises will be forced to adjust their own IT strategies
in response. With [most] consumer technology being invented, designed
and made in Seoul, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Singapore, this
region will lead the transformation."

WIN AN AIMIA AWARD!

The 12th annual Australian Interactive Media Industry Association (AIMIA)
Awards are now open for entries.

This year, there are 22 award categories, with entries closing on 25
November 2005 . Winners will be announced and celebrated in the centre
of the world's greatest comedy, performing and visual arts festivals in
Adelaide on Friday 3 March 2006 . Further details are available from the
AIMIA Awards website: www.aimia.com.au/awards.
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GOVERNMENT TO LOOK AT
ACMA’'S BROADCASTING POWERS

The Australian Government will consider giving the Australian
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) a suite of new broadcasting
related enforcement powers.

In an address to the ACMA Broadcasting Conference in Canberra
recently, the Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the
Arts (DCITA), Senator Helen Coonan said there is a clear lack of middle
range sanctions available to ACMA. Enforcement powers of regulators
ideally comprise a hierarchy of integrated sanctions that range from light
touch and escalate in severity for more serious contraventions of the law.

Options canvassed in a discussion paper released by DCITA include the
introduction of civil penalties for a range of breaches that currently attract
criminal sanctions. This would give ACMA greater flexibility to address
non-compliance and avoid more draconian responses in all but the most
serious of cases.

The issues paper is available online by following the link under ‘key issues’
at www.dcita.gov.au. Submissions close on 9 December 2005 .

NOMINATIONS FOR YOUNG
INDUSTRY AMBASSADORS

Nominations for the Victorian Government’s Young Industry Ambassador
program close on 30 November 2005 .

If you'd like to nominate a potential Young Industry Ambassador who
would suitably represent the manufacturing industry, contact Rachael
Dalgleish on tel (03) 9651 9578 or email rachael.dalgleish@iird.vic.gov.au.




$1B FOR BROADBAND
IN THE BUSH

The Australian Government proposes to spend $1 billion on broadband for
Australians in regional, rural and remote areas. Delivered through the
government’s Broadband Connect and Clever Networks programs, the
proposal would boost broadband services in rural, regional and remote
Australians areas. Potentially, some 1.6 million homes, small businesses
and not-for-profit organisations will benefit.

National broadband usage rates are expected to reach 55 per cent by
2009. The government's proposals are outlined in a discussion paper,
available online under ‘key issues’ at www.dcita.gov.au. Submissions are
welcome from all interested parties and are due by 18 January 2006 .

...AND MOBILE PHONE COVERAGE
TO IMPROVE TOO

In another discussion paper released last week, the Australian
Government outlines proposed spending of $30 million on its Mobile
Connect scheme.

The government proposes to further extend terrestrial mobile phone
coverage in regional areas and ensure satellite handset subsidies for more
remote locations will continue. Mobile Connect will extend the existing
Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme which offers up to $1,500 to people who
live or work in areas without terrestrial mobile phone coverage for the
purchase of a satellite phone.

The discussion paper provides background on previous government
initiatives and invites comment on issues such as the commercial viability
of further terrestrial network extension, optimal program design and future
technology paths for mobile telephony in regional Australia. The
discussion paper is available at www.dcita.gov.au/mobileconnect.
Submissions close 31 January 2006 .
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BROADBAND BAROMETER
REPORTS GOOD NEWS FOR AUST

In the latest Service Providers Association Inc (SPAN) newsletter, John
Kranenburg, Chairman of SPAN, advocates the establishment of jointly
agreed broadband penetration targets to guide both industry planning and
government policy over the next two to five years.

Mr Kranenburg points to two studies — the June 2005 OECD Broadband
Statistics report, and Pacific Internet's October 2005 Broadband
Barometer — which confirm that Australia’s overall broadband penetration
"has climbed above the embarrassment threshold”.

The OECD report concluded that Australia is now ranked in 17th place
among the 30 nations surveyed with a penetration of 10.9 per cent of
inhabitants slightly below the OECD average of 11.8 per cent. On the
OECD league table, Australia’s penetration has grown from 3.5 per cent of
inhabitants in December 2003 to 10.9 per cent in June 2005.

The Pacific Internet report, which surveyed small and medium businesses
with between 1 and 199 employees, concluded that 95 per cent of such
businesses are now connected to the Internet with 73 per cent of these
broadband connected, while 27 per cent continue to reply on narrowband
dial-up technology.

SPAN's proposed targets include 25 per cent penetration by December
2007 and 45 per cent penetration by December 2010. To read Mr
Kranenburg’s full article, visit SPAN'’s website:
www.span.net.au/news.asp?type=SPAN%200pinion




NCRIS DEVELOPMENTS

The Australian Government has allocated $542 million until 2011 to the
National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS), to
provide researchers with access to major research facilities and
supporting infrastructure and networks necessary to support world-class
research efforts.

The NCRIS Committee, chaired by Dr Mike Sargent, is developing a
strategic roadmap to identify the priority capabilities Australia should seek
to develop in order to underpin its research and innovation system. The
strategic roadmap is an important part of the NCRIS process and will
provide the framework for the allocation of NCRIS funding.

The NCRIS Committee has now completed an exposure draft of the
strategic roadmap and is making it available for public consideration and
comment. Submissions are open until 9 December 2005 .

To visit the NCRIS website and the exposure draft, see:
www.dest.gov.au/sectors/research _sector/policies issues_reviews/key is
sues/ncris/default.htm

CHANGES TO
COMMERCIAL READY

AusIndustry has made changes to its Commercial Ready Program to
accelerate work projects seeking grants under the scheme. New
guidelines will allow applicants to receive payments for expenditure prior
to signing an agreement.

The Commercial Ready Program is a competitive granting program which
provides grants of between $50,000 and $5 million to Australian
companies undertaking research and development, proof of concept and
early stage commercialisation activities directed at the development of
new products, processes or services. For more information, visit:
www.ausindustry.gov.au.
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NEW BOARD FOR AIlIA

The Australian Information Industry Association (AllIA) announced its new
Board of Directors last week.

The newly elected board members are Lynda Chapman, Managing
Director of AVOGA Pty Ltd and Martin Lack, the Director of Martin Lack
and Associates along with re-elected members David Bohn, Managing
Director and CEO of Albus Consulting Pty Ltd, Paul Brandling, Vice
President and Managing Director of Hewlett-Packard South Pacific, Philip
Cronin, General Manager of Intel A/INZ, Peter Kazacos, founder of KAZ
Group Ltd, and John Stockbridge, Director of Brookstone Technologies
Pty Ltd. All have been elected to the board for 3-year terms and join five
continuing directors.

The new board appointed three further directors, lan Birks, Managing
Director and CEO of Ideas International, Philip Chambers, Managing
Director of Fuji Xerox Australia Pty Ltd and Kim Ford, CEO of CSM Group
Limited. John Price, Australian Country Manager of NIIT Technologies Pty
Ltd will also be on the board as immediate past chair.

The new board elected Peter Kazacos as AlIA Chairman, while David
Bohn was named Deputy Chairman, and John Stockbridge was re-elected
to the position of Treasurer.

INNOVATIVE LIGHTING
COMPETITION STILL OPEN

Entires for the fourth European Lights of the Future competition for
Light+Building 2006 close on 7 December 2005. The competition
revolves around the subject of innovative lighting, with special reference to
energy efficiency, and is open to companies, designers and students of
design worldwide. The prize-winning works will be shown in a special
exhibition at Light+Building — International Trade Fair for Architecture and
Technology — in Frankfurt from 23-27 April 2006 . For more information
visit www.light-building.messefrankfurt.com
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AUSWIRELESS'06: CALL FOR
PAPERS DEADLINE EXTENDED

If you thought you'd run out of time to prepare a paper for the
AusWireless06 conference (13-16 March 2006) — you're in luck!
Conference organisers have extended the conference deadline and have
a more complete call for papers. Full papers are now due by 5 December
2005. For further details on the conference see:
epress.lib.uts.edu.au/conference/auswireless2006/.

THE NANO REVOLUTION
TAKES OFF

Bioengineering will meet nanotechnology at a world scientific conference
in Brisbane from 4-7 December .

BioNano: The Next Frontier will bring together world-leading researchers —
including at least one Nobel Laureate — to discuss current and future
research and industry opportunities.

The conference will highlight the huge potential of nanotechnology at the
interface between engineering, science and biology. Industry leaders and
top researchers will profile the jobs, industries and research opportunities
of the coming decade. For more information, visit
www.bionano2005.eventplanners.com.au/index.htm
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TSA LECTURE

Is today's network traffic is a bit long in the tail? Professor Emeritus
Thong Nguyen will explore this question when he speaks at the next
Telecommunications Society of Australia (TSA) event on Friday 25
November in Sydney.

Learn more about the research trends in network traffic modelling from a
specialist in wavelet theory and applications. TSA members can attend
the event free of charge, non members will be charged $10. Register at
www.tsa.org.au/public/event details.asp?id=751

IDENTIFYING THE MISSING LINKS:
2ND ACIF VolP FORUM

The Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF) will host a second
VoIP Forum on Tuesday 6 December , offering a cross-section of the
industry the chance to discuss the way forward, with a focus on
interprovider cooperation.

When: Tuesday 6 December, 9am-4pm
Where: NSW Trade and Investment Centre, Sydney
Cost: ACIF non-members - $100 plus GST
ACIF members - no charge
Register: www.acif.org.au/projects/seminars

AFR TELECOM SUMMIT 2005

AEEMA is proud to endorse the third annual AFR Telecom Summit in
Sydney on 24-25 November . This Summit will give you superior analysis,
advice and information to position yourself and your organisation to take
full advantage of developing telecom markets. For a full agenda visit
www.informa.au/afrtelecom2005.




TRANS-TASMAN BUSINESS
CIRCLE

Come face to face with Paul O’Sullivan, Chief Executive Officer of SingTel
Optus at the TransTasman Business Circle on Thursday 1 December .

Mr O'Sullivan was appointed Optus’ CEO in September 2004 and is
responsible for all aspects of the company’s performance and operations.
Optus is Australia's second largest telecommunications company with
turnover exceeding $6.4bn, more than 9,000 employees and 6 million
customers.

When: Thursday 1 December 2005

Time: 12.00 for 12.30 - 2.00 pm

Venue: Swissotel Sydney - 68 Market St, Sydney

Register:  www.transtasmanbusiness.com.au/paul_o%27sullivan.html

BIOMETRICS INSTITUTE NEW
ZEALAND CONFERENCE

The second Biometrics Institute New Zealand Conference will be held in
Wellington on the 10 March 2006 (rescheduled from September 2005).

Discussion at the event will focus on identity management, border control,
biometrics and privacy. In addition to expert presentations, new biometric
technologies will be exhibited. Access the conference program and
register at www.biometricsinstitute.org.
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RESEARCH INFORMATION
SESSIONS FOR BUSINESS

Do you have an innovative idea with commercial potential? Could your
business benefit from partnering with major research institutions to solve
a particular problem?

A Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) may be the answer. Briefing
sessions on the CRC Program will be held around the country, providing
attendees with a better understanding of how CRCs currently work with
industry and how CRCs may improve their businesses outlook.

CRC funding can be provided up to 7 years, and while there are no
funding limits for each application, the 2004 successful selection round
applicant grants averaged between $20m and $40m.

Sessions will be held from 7.30-9.00am in the following cities:

Canberra 22 November

Melbourne 29 November

Sydney 30 November

Brisbane 1 December

Perth 6 December

Adelaide 7 December

Hobart 8 December

To register your attendance, email Quay Connections at

hall@qcon.com.au or phone (02) 9571 9555.

CRCs are collaborations between private industries, including small and
medium enterprises and researchers. Being involved in a CRC can give
your business access to world-class scientific advances and enable you
to form industry partnerships and build trusted, ongoing relationships with
researchers to take your business or industry to the next level. More
information about the program can be found at www.crc.gov.au
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Lighting Council Australia Wednesday 30 November 2005 Sydney
Australian IT Security Forum and Asia Pacific Smart Card Forum Tuesday 6 December 2005 Sydney
AGMs, luncheon and joint forum meetings

Asia Pacific Smart Card Forum Seminar Wednesday 7 December Sydney
AEEMA Board Wednesday 7 December 2005 Melbourne
Communications Technical Forum Wednesday 7 December 2005 Sydney
Australian IT Security Forum and Asia Pacific Smart Card Forum Wednesday 7 December 2005 Sydney
Home Appliances & Accessories Forum Thursday 8 December 2005 Melbourne
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Cooperative Research Centre Information Sessions. Various TransTasman Business Circle. 1 December. Sydney. Visit:
dates around Australia in November-December. Visit www.transtasmanbusiness.com.au/paul_0%27sullivan.html

www.crc.gov.au for more information

IEEE Tencon 05. 21-24 November. Melbourne.
Visit www.tencon2005.orqg.

Photonics workshops. 23 Nov in Adelaide, 25 Nov in
Melbourne, 29 Nov in Sydney. Email jliston@aeema.asn.au

Asialink Ambassadors' Series luncheon. 23 November.
Melbourne. Visit:
www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au/cpp/events/India_Regqistration.pdf

Demystifying India breakfast. 23 November. Sydney . Visit:
www.dfat.gov.au/sydney/demistifying_india.pdf

ASOCIO ICT Summit. 23-26 November. Auckland, New
Zealand. Visit: www.asocio05.co.nz/

AFR Telecom Summit. 24-25 November. Sydney.
Visit www.informa.au/afrtelecom2005.

Telematics: Meeting the Commercial Challenges.
24 November. Melbourne. Register at
www.aeema.ash.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=565

Telecommunications Society of Australia Lecture. 2 5
November. Sydney. Register at
www.tsa.org.au/public/event_details.asp?id=751

Computational Intelligence for Modelling, Control a nd
Automation. 28-30 November. Vienna, Austria.
Visit www.ise.canberra.edu.au/conferences/cimca05/

RoHS and WEEE workshops. 28 Nov in Adelaide. 29-30  Nov
in Sydney. 1-2 Dec in Melbourne.  Register at www.raws.co.nz

CIA2005. 29 November-2 December. Singapore.
Visit www.cia-asia.com

BioNano: The Next Frontier. 4-7 December. Brisban e. More
information at www.bionano2005.eventplanners.com.au/index.htm

The SKA Cluster Initiative — Australian Industry Ca  pability
and Project Opportunities. 5 December. Sydney.
Email: lgibson@aglobalinnovation.com.au

Synchrotron in Biomedical Research Workshop.
5-6 December. Melbourne. Visit
www. synchrotron.vic.gov.au/content.asp?Document_1D=4060

ACIF VolP Forum. 6 December. Sydney.
www.acif.org.au/projects/seminars

Register at

Asia Pacific Smart Card Forum Seminar. 7 December.
Sydney. Register: www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=79

Information Economy Christmas Party. 6 December, S  ydney.
13 December, Melbourne. Register
www.aeema.asn.au/Default.aspx?ArticlelD=79

Microelectronics, MEMS and Nanotechnology Conferenc  e.
11-14 December. Brisbane. Visit

www. spie.org/conferences/calls/05/au/conferences/index.cfim?fus
eaction=aul01




2006 International Consumer Electronics Show. 5-8J  anuary
2006. Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. Visit www.cesweb.org.

Arab Health. 22-25 January 2006. Dubai. Visit
www.arabhealthonline.com

Intersec. 29-31 January 2006. Dubai, UAE.
Visit www.intersecexpo.com

IPC Printed Circuits Expo, APEX and Designers Summi  t.
8-10 February 2006. Visit
www.goipcshows.org/CEP_APEXPO2006.asp

Wireless Australia 2006. 28 Feb-1 March 2006. Syd ney. Visit
www.acevents.com.au/wireless2006

International Satellite 2006 Conference and Trade S  how.
2-4 March 2006. Launceston. Visit
www.conferenceplus.com.au/satellite2006

12th Annual Australian Interactive Media Industry A ssociation
(AIMIA) Awards. 3 March 2006. Adelaide.
Visit www.aimia.com.au/awards

NSW Trade Mission to Bahrain and the UAE. 4-9 Marc h 2006.
Visit www.smallbiz.nsw.gov.au.

Stadia China Conference 2006. 9-11 March, 2006.
Guangzhou, China. Email eric.winton@business.nsw.gov.au

Biometrics Institute New Zealand Conference. 10 Ma  rch 2006.

Wellington, New Zealand.  Visit www.biometricsinstitute.org

CRC for Construction Innovation’s Second Internatio nal
Conference. 12-14 March 2006. Gold Coast.
Visit www.2006conference.crcci.info

AusWireless06. 13-16 March 2006. Sydney.
Visit www.epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ocs/index.php?cf=1:

Health-e-Nation. 5 April 2006. Hilton on the Park H  otel,
Melbourne. Visit www.health-e-nation.com.au

Light+Building. 23-27 April 2006. Frankfurt, German .
Visit www.light-building.messefrankfurt.com

SPS Electric Automation America. 23-25 May 2006.
Chicago, USA. Visit www.usa.messefrankfurt.com

Technology Futures 2006. 25-26 May 2006. Melbourn e.
For more information contact Jennifer Liston, AEEMA at
jliston@aeema.asn.au

DesignBuild 2006. 28-31 May 2006. Melbourne Exhibit ion
Centre. Visit www.designbuildexpo.com.au

Seguriexpo. June 2006. Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Visit www.seguriexpo.ixmf.com

Asian Elenex 2006, Asian Building Technologies 2006 and
Asian Securitex 2006. 7-9 June 2006. Hong Kong.  Email
emesa.yeung@austrade.gov.au

Guangzhou International Lighting + Electrical Build ing
Technology Exhibition. 8-11 June 2006. Guangzhou, C  hina.
Visit www.light-building.messefrankfurt.com

CommunicAsia and EnterpriselT 2006. 20-23 June 2006
Singapore. Visit www.communicasia.com/communicasia2006

AEEMA Excellence Awards. 18 October 2006. Melbourn e. For
a sponsorship prospectus, contact Beata Kade, Event Director at
beata@artofmultimedia.com.au




